14/ 05/ 1997

Inter-racial understanding vita

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Ml aysians are able to Iive as harnoni ously as they
do now because they nmake efforts to understand each ot her, Kedah Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid said tonight.

He said ethnic rel ati onships, particularly between Ml ays and Chi nese,
had changed dramatically since the 1960s, especially in ternms of how
fam liar and confortable they were with each ot her

"Today, 28 years ago, we nurdered each other,"” he told guests at a
di nner in his honour

"It was a traumatic experience fromwhich we have learnt a lot."

Sanusi said realisation and efforts by the country's | eaders,
particularly Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, had gone a
Il ong way in eradicating economcally structured racial barriers left by
the British.

The dinner at Hotel |stana tonight was organised by a multi-racial group
of community | eaders and busi nessnen to conmenorate Sanusi bei ng awarded a
prof essorship by the Nanjing University of China | ast Decenber

Al so present were Sanusi's wife Datin Seri N la | nangda Manyam Keunal a,
Kerjaya Bi naan executive chairman Dat uk Kassi m Maon, who is the dinner's
organi sing committee chairman, and Tun Ghafar Baba.

Speaki ng on behal f of the Chinese community was Tan Sri Ngan Chi ng Wen,
honorary president of the Kual a Lunpur and Sel angor Chi nese Chanber of
Commer ce.

Sanusi received the professorship during a five-day official visit to
China | ast Decenber in a cerenony at Nanjing University's Gul ou canpus.

He was the first Malaysian to receive the title since the university
began awarding it to foreign scholars in 1980.

Anmong past recipients were five Nobel Prize wi nners, including Prof I
Pri gogi ne, the Nobel Prize wi nner in Physics.

Maj or decisions fromthe trip to China - Sanusi's nobst successful since
he becane Menteri Besar of Kedah - included an agreenent in principle
between the State Government and Nanjing University to set up a Ml aysi a-
China Studies Centre wi th exchange of students.

( END)
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