02/ 02/ 1997
Intrakota submts plans on easing traffic jamns

Badrul H sham Mahzan; Tengku Sari ffuddi n

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Intrakota Consolidated Sdn Bhd | ast week submitted to
the Governnent proposals on inproving the bus service and easing traffic
congestion in the city.

Di versified Resources Berhad chairman Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad sai d today
the proposal s i ncluded having nore bus | anes al ong maj or roads other than
those proposed by City Hall, having bus-stops with proper |ay-bys, bus
term nal s and depots as well as information centres.

"W believe that this can enable the buses to conplete their routes in a
shorter tine and pick up nore passengers.”

Yahaya was speaking to reporters who approached himat the Sultan Abdu
Azi z Shah International Airport after he attended the comenoration of
AirAsia's second Boeing 737-700 by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimlast week directed the
rel evant governnent agencies and public transport conpanies to cone up
with a solution to ease the traffic congestion in the city within 12 days

Anwar, who nade the directive in his capacity as chairnan of the Cabi net
Conmittee on Infrastructure and I nvestnent, said they had been given until
Monday to do this.

The agencies and conpanies are City Hall, the Public Wrks Departnent,
Econom ¢ Planning Unit, Treasury, SistemTransit Aliran R ngan Sdn Bhd,
KTM Ber had and | ntrakota Consol i dat ed.

According to a 1995 City Hall estimate, 1.6 nillion vehicles nove around
the city each day.

Replying to a question, Yahaya said Intrakota was pronoting the use of
fare-cards anong bus commuters as it was nore conveni ent than using coins.
It is also to ensure that they pay the exact anount because Intrakota

does not return change

The fare-card has been introduced since Intrakota started its operations
but the public responded poorly as nost preferred to use coins.

Yahaya said the commuters woul d not be given their 10-sen change if they
inserted RML into the ticketing nmachi ne.

"It is expensive to introduce a coi n-changi ng machine and this will
i ncrease the conpany's costs,"” he added.

In Kota Baru, Entrepreneur Devel opnment M nister Datuk Mistapa Mhaned
said | onger bus-stops and other anenities would be provided by Gty Hal
in the next two weeks.

He hoped that the facilities and special bus | anes would hel p ease
congestion in the Federal capital.

He said the Cabinet Conmttee on Infrastructure and | nvestnent woul d
nmeet on Monday to | ook further into the traffic problenms in the city.

"Since the commttee's first neeting, sone of the decisions nade have
been i npl enented, including the bus | anes which cane into effect today."

He added that the Governnent could at this stage help ease traffic
congestion but was unable to resol ve the probl em al together.

"However, the Governnment expects the traffic problens in Kuala Lunpur to
be resolved in a year or two, especially when the Light Rail Transit
Systemis fully operational," he told reporters after opening Kelantan's
festive season fair price sale in Ketereh today.

He said the first phase of the LRT had been conpleted and was already in
oper ati on.



"The second and third phases of the LRT systemare still in the
construction stage.
"When conpleted, they will help put an end to the traffic congestion,"
he sai d.
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