28 OCT 1997

| NDI AN- MALAYSI AN BI LATERAL TIES TO FI GURE PROM NENTLY | N TALKS

NEW DELHI, Cct 28 (Bernamm) -- |ndian-Mlaysian bilateral relations
will figure prominently in talks between Prine Mnister |Inder Kumar Gujral
and his Ml aysian counterpart Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad when the
former arrives in Malaysia for the G 15 Sunmit begi nning Nov 3.

The two |eaders will take stock of bilateral trade and econonic
relations at their neetings in Kuala Lunpur and at a retreat, according to
an official spokesperson who briefed newsnman on the G 15 Sumit yesterday.

Bil ateral trade between India and Mal aysia has gone up five-fold during
the last three years -- from US$696 nmillion in the April 1994 to March 1995
period to US$3,498 mllion in the April 1996 to March 1997 peri od,
according to an official background paper for the neeting.

Mal aysia's investnent in India has also surged during the course of the
current cal ender year and Ml aysia has for the first time entered the field
of power generation and transmission in the country, said the nonthly
bulletin of the Secretariat of Industrial Approval and India |Investnent
Centre of the Mnistry of Industry.

A 30- nenber strong business delegation fromall the three Indian
chanbers of commerce will be in Malaysia during the course of the Summt.

At the last Summit, Malaysia put forward a new project for cooperation
between G 15 countri es.

The project relates to indentification of Centres of Educational
Excel l ence in each of the G 15 country and the offer of placenent and
short-term fell owships to nmenber countries in the respective centres.

Gujral is expected to announce sonething significant in this regard,
the official spokesperson said w thout giving any details.

Existing projects within the G 15 i nclude cooperation in gene banks,
nmedi ci nal and aeromatic plants, applications of solar energy, conputer
training, vocational training centre/entrepreneur and technical
devel opnent, and snmall-scale industries. -- BERNAMA
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