23/ 08/ 1997
| SA won't be used agai nst those who | abel others as apostates

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad today said the
Governnent woul d not invoke the Internal Security Act agai nst those who
cause a split in Islamby brandi ng others as apostat es.

Instead, the Prine Mnister said the Governnent preferred to advi se and
educate this group

"We feel this approach woul d be nore successful in addressing the
problem " he said. "This is because | abelling others as apostates is
caused by a |l ack of understandi ng and confusi on about the religion"

Dr Mahathir said this at a regional conference on reformati on and
chal | enges faced by Muslins at the Institute of |slam c Understandi ng
Mal aysi a.

Al so present were Indonesian M nister of Research and Technol ogy Prof Dr
Bachar uddi n Jusuf Habi bie, who delivered an address, and | ki mchairman Tan
Sri Ahmad Sarji Abdul Hanmi d.

Dr Mahathir was earlier asked by a partici pant whether the Governnent
intend to fornul ate new | aws agai nst Muslinms who | abel others as
apost at es.

The participant also urged the Governnent to invoke the ISAto bring the
probl emunder control

Reiterating the Governnent's stand that m sgui ded peopl e shoul d be
educated and informed of their m stakes, Dr Mahathir said invoking the | SA
was convenient but he felt it could lead to problens.

"If this is used, then (using force) will beconme an approach,"” he said
"That is why in sone Islamic countries, there exist groups branded as
terrorists because they resort to force when they di sagree or when ot hers

refuse to accept their views."

Dr Mahathir said if the Government was seen to use force in solving
probl ens, eventually it would be confronted with viol ent opposition from
t he peopl e.

I sl am advocat ed t hat deci sions should not be rmade hastily but after
careful deliberations and consultation, he said.

"We cannot sinmply | abel others as apostates,™ he said. "No doubt there
are this type of people around but before they are categorised as one,
there are specific steps and process which have to be adhered to.

"W have to judge the matter carefully and in a just and fair nmanner
bef ore any decision is made."

Responding to a question on the role of the nufti, Dr Mahathir
reiterated that fatwa (religious decrees) should not be made arbitarily
but after careful deliberation, including consultation with experts on
non-religious matters.

"Take for exanple the issue of cloning. Views fromthose in the field of
medi ci ne and sci ence need to be obtained before any fatwa is issued."

On the need for wonen to be represented in the National Fatwa Council,
Dr Mahathir said this was necessary as nmen woul d not know all the probl ens
faced by wonen.

"Hal f of the population of this country and the world are wonen," he
said. "They have denpnstrated various capabilities and we need themin
nati on-buil di ng. "

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on the attack on ringgit by George Soros and
whet her the Islam c world should produce its own Soros to counter currency
mani pul ati ons.



The Prime M nister said the incident was a good | esson to Malaysia as it
denonst rated how one powerful man could destroy the econoni es of other
countri es.

On whet her Asean countries had the capabilities to act |ike Soros, he
replied: "W have anmong us rich people but they are not capable... on the
ot her hand, there are those who are capabl e but they do not have the
noney. "

Real i sing the danger of people |like Soros, Dr Mahathir said efforts nust
be carried out to categorise currency nmani pul ati ons as an internationa
crinme.

Asean countries nust cooperate because the United States did not view
Soros' action as a crine.

"But | ook at the time when the US was crippled with problens arising
fromthe petroleumindustry bei ng nonopolised by one man," he said. "Alaw
was formul ated maki ng such an activity a crinme."

( END)
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