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| SLAM C COUNTRI ES CAN CREATE CONDI TI ONS FOR GLOBAL PEACE, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 14 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and Egypt have recogni sed
that Islam c countries have the capacity to play a crucial role in creating
conditions for global peace and stability, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbdhanmad
said tonight.

The prine minister said this could not be achieved unless Mislinms truly
believed in the Islam c brotherhood and ceased to use Islam as an excuse
for lulling other Muslinms and undermning the political stability of
I slam ¢ nations.

In West Asia, the question of Palestine and the Arab-Isreali conflict
escaped solution because of Isreali duplicity and its high-handed ways, he
said at a dinner in honour of his Egyptian counterpart, Dr Kamal El
Ganzouri, at Sri Perdana, here.

He said it was sad and regrettable that Israel's actions, which
deserved the strongest condemation, were being condoned by certain
countries,

"I srael deserves every kind of sanction and yet we see sanction being
applied to weak countries for mnor breaches of human rights," he said

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia appreciated the active role played by Egypt
in the West Asia peace process.

Dr Mahathir said President Hosni Mibarak's untiring efforts to bring an
end to the conflict in spite of Israel's intransigence deserved the
whol e- hearted support of all

He said Mal aysia would not have any neaningful relations with Israel
until that country |learnt to honour agreenents entered into by its
| egiti mate governnent.

On trade relations between Mal aysia and Egypt, Dr Mahathir said it had
i ncreased steadily over the years but the value of trade was still snall
and confined to only a few products.

He said Mal aysia viewed Egypt as the ideal trading partner and as an
excel l ent channel for reaching other Arab and African states

Mal aysia woul d encourage its private sector to explore opportunities
for trade in Egypt.

He said the Ml aysi an governnent viewed positively the
chanber -t o-chanber cooperati on and Menorandum of Understandi ng (MU)
concl uded between the National Chanber of Commerce and |ndustry Mal aysia
and the Egyptian Busi nessnmen's Association in 1993.

The prinme nminister said that in the spirit of Islanic solidarity and
Sout h- Sout h cooperation, Ml aysia and Egypt had al so established the
necessary |legal franmework to enhance bilateral relations between the two
countries.

He said the two countries had signed various cooperation agreenments
such as trade, technical, scientific, cultural, economc, and air transport
and currently, other new agreements were also being finalised in the areas
of investnent guarantee, wakaf and religious affairs, tourism avoidance of
doubl e taxation, and science and technol ogy.

However, in spite of all those avenues for cooperation, there was
insufficient interaction in nost of those areas between the two countries
He said Mal aysia had al ways | ooked to Egypt as a |eader of the West
Asi an/ African Bl oc and Ml aysia attached high priority to devel opi ng cl oser

cooperation with Egypt.

"Yet we have not succeeded in relising the quantum and quality of



cooperation that goes with such high regard,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was peculiar that in spite of long history of
peopl e-to-people relations, this relationship was still stronger in spirit
than in substance. -- BERNAMVA
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