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| sl ami ¢ nations shoul d cooperate: PM

Fauzi ah | smai |

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad yesterday called on Islamc countries to
stop fighting and i nstead hel p one another to join the ranks of the
wor | d' s devel oped nati ons.

Econom cally, there is not a single Islamc country that can be
classified as "devel oped" today. This does not mean that it is an
i npossi ble task for themto achieve the status, the Prine M nister said

"Muslinms are not created by Allah to be inferior. If they want to,
Muslinms can master all the skills and technol ogi es now nonopol i sed by the
non- Musl i ns.

"I'f they want to, Muslins can govern their countries well and
effectively," Dr Mahathir said at the Oxford Islanmic Forumon "The |slamc
World and d obal Cooperation: Preparing for the 21st Century" in Kual a
Lunpur.

In a speech that traces the history of the great Islamc enpire, Dr
Mahat hir said Muslimcountries - independent, strong and devel oped - nust
take their places as nenbers of the world conmunity.

On the chal l enges ahead, he said Muslins can be a force for human good
in the 21st century which pronmses to be a tinme of major changes.

In advising Muslins to face the newnillenniumwi th a clear vision of
what they want to achieve and the role they wish to play, Dr Mahathir said
Muslinms wll be part of the changes whether they like it or not.

The Prime Mnister also said |Islanic nations can achi eve the desired
| evel of devel opnment without attenpting to cone together as an enpire,
al t hough cooperation in the spirit of the Unmah will be necessary.

They can strengthen the Organi sation of |Islamnmic Conference (OC), for
exanpl e, and assi st nenbers which are in distress, he added.

"But that is as far as they should go. Coordi nati on and cooperation, but
no Empire," he stressed

It is natural for Muslinms to yearn for their past greatness, their
enpire and their dom nance over the rest of the world. However, they nust
know that inperialismis a thing of the past and cannot be resurrected, Dr
Mahat hir said. "Neither the Muslimnor the British enpire, or any enpire,
can be resurrected,” he added.

At the onset of his address, Dr Mahathir said the fact that not all AOC
menber countries have Muslimnmajorities and few actually accept Islam as
the state religion shows that "Muslinms are sufficiently influential to
cause the governnents of these countries to seek nmenbership in the Islamc
community of nations".

There are 56 countries in the OC and Miuslins make up over 1 billion of
the world's popul ati on.
"But they are far frombeing a nonolithic group... they certainly do not

make up one cohesive Islanic civilisation which can pose a neani ngf ul
threat to other civilisations or indeed anyone.

"They are too busy fighting and underm ni ng each other to be a threat,"
Dr Mahat hir said.

"There is also not a single Muslimcountry that can be classified as
devel oped. Sonme are very weal thy, being well endowed wi th natural
resources, but alnost all are | aggi ng behind i n nodern know edge,
technol ogi cal skills and, in many instances, effective governnent.

"In quite a few countries, a state of near-anarchy prevails," he said.

Dr Mahathir said poverty, ignorance and instability have becone such a



conmon feature in the Muslimnations that it is assuned this is a natura
consequence of followi ng the teachings of Islam This is why the world
associ ates | sl amw th backwar dness.

"This angers many Muslins... but the fact remains that Mislimnations
are poor, are backward, are weak, are disunited, are dependent on non-
Muslims for all kinds of things including their own security and the
conti nued exi stence of Islamitself.

"Wth the powerful weapons in the hands of the non-Muslins, it is
entirely possible for themto wi pe out the Muslinms fromthe face of this
earth. It is only by the grace of Allah and Hi s nercy that those whom we
| abel | ed as the enem es of |slamhave not done so."

And yet, the Prinme Mnister added: "Mislins have done nothing to help
thenmselves. If at all, they have weakened thensel ves nore and nore by
their constant feuding anong thensel ves, by their confusing and
contradictory interpretations of Islamand by their failure to obey the
i njunctions to hel p thensel ves even as they pray to Allah."

At this point, Dr Mahathir cited a verse fromthe Quran: "Watever good
happens to thee is from God but whatever evil happens to thee is fromthy
soul ".

He said I sl amhas al ways upheld what is right and just. "Islam has never
advocat ed that we shoul d pl ot or support each other in doing what is
wong. And so, if a Miuslimdoies what is wong, other Mislins nmust condemn
it.

"And they must condemn (the action) even if the victinms are not
Musl i s, " he added.
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