21/ 07/ 1997
It is Asean's right who it takes in, says PM

Kamarul Yunus in Ckayama (Japan)

OKAYAMA (Japan), Sun: Mal aysia together with other nenbers of the
Associ ati on of Sout h- East Asian Nations (Asean) hope that there will be no
obstruction for Canbodia in joining the grouping, Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmed says.

Noting that Asean's policy is not to interfere in the internal affairs
of any country, he however said the grouping has the right to accept or
reject an applicant.

It is Asean's basic right and should not be intepreted as an
encroachnent into the internal affairs of other countries, he said at an
open di al ogue with Okayama Governor Masahiro Ishii, and chairman of
Okayama Kei zai Doyukai and president of Sanyo Shinbun, M Katsum Sasaki
her e today.

"W hope there will be no obstruction for Canbodi a, but at the nonent
the situation (in Canbodia) is not very clear... we have to defer its
adm ssion i nto Asean," he added.

The Prime Mnister, who is on a two-nonth | eave whi ch ends on Tuesday,
is on a six-day working and private visit to the Ckayama and Toyama
pref ectures since Thursday.

Dr Mahat hir was asked his views on the Asean-10 vision and its relation
to the current political instability in Canbodi a.

"W did hope that we coul d have Asean-10 with all the countries in
Sout h- East Asia joining the grouping (this week). But it appears that it
woul d not be possible during the Asean Foreign Mnisters neeting," he
added.

Cambodia was initially scheduled to be admtted as a nenber along with
Laos and Myanmar during the Asean M nisteral Meeting in Kuala Lunpur
begi nning July 23. However, its nenbership has been deferred in view of
the factional fighting which broke out between forces |loyal to Canmbodi an
First Prime Mnister Norodom Ranari ddh and Second Prine M nister Hun Sen
on July 5.

Ranari ddh had fled to Paris before the crisis erupted and Hun Sen
subsequent|y declared that the prince was no | onger in power, demandi ng
that the royalist FUNCINPEC party nom nate a new First Prime Mnister.

Fol | owi ng Asean's decision to postpone the entry of Canmbodia, Hun Sen
had threatened to w t hdraw Phnom Penh's application to join the grouping.

"No foreigners can dictate to Hun Sen," he was quoted as sayi ng during
his meeting with the foreign mnisters of Thailand, the Philippines and
| ndonesi a i n Bangkok at the weekend.

To a question on the East Asia Economi c Caucus (EAEC), Dr Mahathir
reiterated that the EAEC is not a trade bloc but a forumto di scuss issues
of common concern. It is a platformto enhance cooperation between East
Asi an and Sout h- East Asian nations and to provide the smaller countries
with a voice when dealing with the devel oped nati ons.

"Countries in South-East Asia need a stronger voice |like that of Japan
and China in East Asia. East Asia has nore clout and through a conmon
stand we (South-East Asia) will be better able to make our views known
when di scussing with the European Union, for exanple," he added.

Through the EAEC, Dr Mahathir said, the region will be in a better
position to counter unfair decisions nmade by the European countries or the
US.

At this point, the Prine Mnister praised Japan's nove to | odge a



conplaint with the Wrld Trade Organi sation (WO over a Massachusetts | aw
whi ch bans foreign conpanies investing in Myanmar from doi ng busi ness with
the state governnent.

Dr Mahathir said this is a case of a devel oped country's donestic policy
threatening to jeopardise the international trade relations of other
countri es.

"If Japan succeeds in taking up the matter with the WIQ countries |ike
Mal aysia will benefit. If Malaysia were to file a simlar report, our
voi ce woul d not be heard. Thus, we shoul d speak with one voice, |ike
t hrough the EAEC, " he added.

The European Union had also filed a simlar conplaint against the
Massachusetts lawin | ate June.

Asked to comment on China's growi ng econom c clout in the region, Dr
Mahat hir said there should not be any attenpt to bl ock China's
devel opnent.

"China has the right to carry out its econom c devel opnment. W nust
accept that it will be stronger.

"Mal aysi a does not | ook at China as a potential eneny because if we do,
we may have it as an enemy now. The best thing is to accept that the
country will becone powerful and work with it to contribute to the
prosperity of the region," he added.

China, in any case, is a potentially huge market for its nei ghbouring
countries, including Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said, adding that trying to
constrain China, mlitarily or otherwi se would not be advi sabl e.
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