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Mahat hi r - di al ogue
| T TAKES TWD TO TANGO, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 5 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad has
i kened noves towards a neani ngful dial ogue between the Group of Seven (G7)
i ndustrialised countries and the Group of 15 (Gl5) devel oping nations to
that of the tango which "takes two to do it".

Stressing that the GL5 needed a response fromthe G/, the prinme
m ni ster said Japan, the only Asian nmenber of G7, had undertaken to forward
the views of the Gl5 to the exclusive club of the world's devel oped
countries.

He said French president Jacques Chirac had witten to him as chairman
of the Gl5 on the need for closer collaborations between the two groupings.

The col |l aborations included sone kind of representation of both the
groups at each other's neetings, he said at a joint nmedia conference as the
Gl5 | eaders wound up their seventh summit at the Palace of the Golden
Hor ses here today.

" We are making sone progress...eventually we may be able to tango,”
said Dr Mahathir, who chaired the three-day summt which included a one-day
retreat at Mel aka yesterday.

In their joint communi que, the |eaders welconed the call by the G7 for
new gl obal partnerships between devel oped and devel opi ng countri es.

The G15 nenbers are Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Egypt, India,

I ndonesi a, Jamai ca, Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, N geria, Peru, Senegal
Venezuel a and Zi nbabwe. Kenya was adnmitted into the grouping at this
summit.

On Sout h- Sout h cooperation, Dr Mahathir said, there had been
considerable results since the G5 was fornmed eight years ago

" For one thing, we know each other better, we visit each other nore
and our trade has increased nany tines," he said.

In the case of Malaysia, a strong advocate of South-South cooperation,
he cited the country's increasing trade with Peru as an exanple.

Bilateral trade which only ampunted to US$6 nmillion five years ago, now
stood at US$100 nillion, he added. -- BERNAMA
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