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It's Vision Twenty-Twenty, not Two Thousand Twenty

Dat uk Salleh Majid

LAST week was again filled with interesting devel opnents, locally and
abroad. The new Sel angor Menteri Besar was naned, M John Major of the
Conservatives had to | eave office to nake way for Labour's M Tony Blair
after a crushing defeat of his party, Singapore was apol ogi sing again for
being "factual " on Johor, Zairean rebel |eader Laurent Kabila was
concerned for his safety so he was a no-show for tal ks with President
Mobutu and the | ocal stock market finally recovered some ground for two
days.

Al so | ast week, the National Congress on Vision 2020 managed to gat her
sone good i deas and suggestions to see through the i nplenentation of the
nost i nmportant agenda of the nation.

A local newspaper that wanted to score a "we told you so" scoop went on
to print the nanme of a senior exco nmenber of Selangor who was supposedly
to be sworn in as the Menteri Besar, only to find that their "candi date"
was not the one officially announced.

I f the candidate had read the front page of that newspaper that norning,
he could have had a tough tinme trying to tane his bi orhythm when the
announcenent was made.

A newspaper el sewhere wanted the |last say on the crinme rate in Johor,
only to invite another round of criticismfromthe Ml aysian nedi a and
politicians. They have since apol ogi sed (no sweat doing so) but have
mai ntai ned that they only print facts. Sounds like the old story of the
enperor who believed he had new cl othes on. Let us wait for the next
epi sode of Aesop's fables.

As for the 21-point and 17-point recovery of the KLSE Conposite |Index on
Wednesday and Friday, apparently not everybody is happy. | received a
phone call froma disgruntled investor who said | should not have said
t hi ngs which contributed to the market going up because he had wanted the
mar ket to go down somenore, before going in.

Inaway | amflattered by the suggestion that what | said had lifted
the market, but at the sane tine it rem nded ne of what | told
participants of a sem nar on share investnment held in Sungei Petani
Kedah, last Saturday that the stock market is nade up of human bei ngs
whose characters are so varied and diverse so nuch so it is futile to try
to fathomtheir thinking.

Try to stick to the fundanental s. The conpani es by thensel ves have no
reason to experience a decline in their share prices, there is nothing to
prevent those which are nmaki ng noney to show good profits, only the market
is a variable which is unpredictable. But then again, someone who sells
short in anticipation of a continued declining nmarket will al so be annoyed
if the market goes up

The "Green Screen" on Wdnesday brought a |l ot of snmles to the
participants of the Vision 2020 National Congress. | guess for those who
were involved in the market, that day nade it easier for themto
participate in the discussions. Each of the nine chall enges had wor kshops
to find the best ways to neet those chall enges. And suggestions and i deas
were apl enty.

As always, time avail able for discussions was short but the spirit in
which it was hel d agai nst the backdrop of participation of mnisters,
politicians, senior civil servants, academ cians, captains of the industry
and, of course, nenbers of NGOs generated multi-dimensional perspective of



i ssues facing a nation in search of its own nould of a devel oped nati on.
The easy part of gathering such a distingui shed group of participants
fromall over the country is over and now cones the nore difficult part of
transl ati ng those inval uabl e i deas and suggesti ons i nto operati onal

policies and guidelines to ensure success by the year 2020.

During the dial ogue a participant inforned Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad that a good majority of the popul ation m ght have heard
of Vision 2020 but m ght not know the details. In response, the Prine
M ni ster said he hinmself sometinmes cannot renenber all the nine
chal | enges.

He said he wanted the people to realise that Vision 2020 shoul d be said
as Vision Twenty-Twenty and not Two Thousand Twenty because of the fact if
one has a perfect vision, it is called "20-20" vision. That itself has a
very deep neaning - of being able to truly see the barriers to achieving
the goal of being a conpetitive, devel oped nation

It woul d seem everything stens froman upbringing that incul cates the
right ethical and noral values - and upbringi ng depends on parents. It
| ooks like effective progranmes on early child devel opment will be an
i ntegral conponent to ensure attai nnent of a nunber of the nine
chal l enges. G ven the increasing social problens, including greed, skills
in good parenting seemlike a necessity.

On the econonmi c and environnmental fronts, suggestions from Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Azi z and Datuk Sal |l eh Noor of the Ml aysi an Nature Soci ety deserve
a good hearing. Rafidah articulated for programres i ncorporating targets
and tinme-frames, with critical paths being drawn up to isolate sl ack
vari abl es where necessary.

Sal | eh cautioned everyone that transformation fromone state of
devel opnent to another will undoubtedly take its toll on the environnent
i f nmeasures of conservation are not sufficiently attended to.

He was quick to provide statistics on the declining state of the
environemmt to support his argunent. In fact, he suggested the protection
of the environnent as the 10th chall enge. Wile others may want to see
t hi ngs happen, others nmay want to nake things happen.

(This article reflects the witer's personal views)
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