04/ 03/ 1997

| WK, nature body give backing

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - | ndah Water Konsortiumand the Ml aysi an Nature
Soci ety today pl edged support for the Governent's nove in declaring today
Nati onal Tree Pl anting Day.

The canpai gn organi sed by the Mnistry of Housing and Local CGovernnent
was | aunched today by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad at
Medan | daman, Jal an Gonbak.

IVKinits statenent said the national tree-planting project was
consistent with its corporate phil osophy of providing a better environnent
for future generations.

In addition, IWK will also provide its organic soil conditioner which is
being used by City Hall for | andscaping and tree planting purposes, to al
participants in the canmpaign in the Klang Vall ey.

The conditioner is environment-friendly and can be collected at | WK's
Sewage Treatnment Plant at Pantai Dal am every Sunday from 10amto 2pm

IMNS agreed that the canpaign was a step in the right direction and woul d
go a |l ong way towards incul cati ng awareness of the inportance of trees.

In a Press release, it said although half the country is covered with
forests, towns, cities and ot her urban areas have | ost nobst of their tree
cover to uncontroll ed devel opnent.

In line with the canpaign, M\NS has also initiated a tree-planting
proj ect adninistered by the Tree Planting G oup.

Its objective is to inspire people to plant trees every year in honour
of their famly and friends, and thereby help to make the nation a
"greener" place.

IMNS al so cal |l ed on ot her non-governnental organi sations to support the
Nati onal Tree Planting exercise and its Tree Planting Goup in efforts to
make Mal aysia a "Garden City" for all to enjoy.
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