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JAPAN DENI ES ACCUSI NG MALAYSIA I N WIO TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS | SSUE

By: AS. Mirita

TOKYO, Feb 8 (Bernamm) -- Japan has deni ed accusing Mal aysia of being a
stunbling block to the Wrld Trade O ganisation (WO accord on
t el ecommuni cati ons.

Japan's Mnistry of Posts and Tel econmunications (MPT) officials said
yesterday Japan did not blame Malaysia if the accord was not signed by
Saturday, in Geneva as had been expected by other nations that had offered
to liberalise their tel econmunications sector.

"There nust be obviously some m sunderstanding or misreporting over
Japan's position," said Haginoto, a Japanese official involved in WO
negoti ati ons on tel ecommuni cati ons.

Hagi not o, who is head of the Trade Policy Ofice, International Policy
Division, International Affairs Departnent in the Mnister's secretariat
sai d Japan would not force or pressure any country in making unilateral
liberalisation of telecommunications service, and "its unthinkable for our
governnent negotiation team in Geneva to accuse or blame Ml aysia."

He told Bernama that Japan did not blane the United States, Canada, or
Mexi co.

"Japan has offered 100 per cent |iberalisation of the
t el ecommuni cati ons service sector to any foreign conpany in Japan so that
conpetition could benefit Japanese consuners," he said.

He added that "we could only hope for the accord to be signed at the
earliest possible date, and the key factor here is the United States, whose
attitude can now determ ne whether or not the accord could be signed by Feb
15."

Responding to news reports, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmad urged Japan not to accuse others of being stunbling blocks to the
WO accord on tel ecomruni cations.

Dr Mahathir was quoted as saying that "Japan too has problens...so we
all have to be patient. There is no need to accuse each other."

Japanese officials said that generally speaking, Ml aysia was a |eading
country in Southeast Asia and a major player in the field of
t el ecommuni cati os.

"As such, she is naturally expected to join the negotiation table and
take active part in the talks of this service sector... As Ml aysia's
friend, Japan is concerned that she (Ml aysia) appeared to the eyes of
other nations as the only major country in East Asia which did not nake any
offer," they said.

There are sonme 54 countries out of the 130 WIO nenbers states which
have nmade offers of various degrees in their respective |iberalisation
efforts.

I ndonesi a made an offer on Jan 31, while Thailand, Singapore, Hong Kong
have also offered their liberalisation plans.

Asked whether the accord could be signed by Saturday, Haginoto said he
was not sure, "but its possible that countries concerned would nake the
final decision at the last nonment just in time for the deadline, otherw se
the deadline could be postponed for another three nonths or six nonths,

i nstead of waiting for the year 2000."
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