23/ 04/ 1997

Jel utong Expressway will be built at no cost to taxpayers

PENANG, Tues. - The RMB00 million Jelutong Expressway |inking Penang
Bri dge and Georgetown will be built at no cost to taxpayers and users will
not have to pay toll

The buil der, Jel utong Devel opnent Sdn Bhd, instead paid the State
Governnent RML.3 million upon signing the project concessionary agreenent
t oday.

It will pay the State a further RM4.1 mllion in instalnments within
t hr ee- and- a- hal f years.

State Secretary Datuk Jamal uddi n Ahnad Damanhuri, on behalf of the State
Governnent, and JDSB director Krishnan Tan si gned the agreenent.

The signing was witnessed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and his deputy Datuk Mhd
Shariff QOmar.

Koh said today's agreenent marked another conmtnent by the State to
upgrade and devel op the infrastructure. The 4. 7km Jel ut ong Expressway wil |
join the already conpl eted 9. 2km Bayan Lepas Expressway, stretching from
Penang Bridge to Batu Maung, built by the Penang Devel opnent Corporation
at RMBO million

Conpl eti on of these two nmega road projects will resolve much of the
traffic dispersal problens here, Koh said, adding that the State was al so
drafting the traffic dispersal naster plans for both the island and
Seber ang Prai .

The Bayan Lepas Expressway was originally planned by the Federal
Governnent as part of the traffic dispersal schene for the island.

But PDC took over the construction in view of the urgent need to cope
with increasing traffic demand.

Dr Mahathir officially opened the Bayan Lepas Expressway and al so
| aunched the Jel utong Expressway project, which has been del ayed for a
decade.

Tan, who is also | JM Corporation Berhad group nmanagi ng director, said
JDSB woul d desi gn and construct the Jelutong Expressway within three years
i n exchange for the right to devel op 129. 96ha of nostly reclained | and
al ong the expressway.

It will cost RMBOO million to conpensate squatters and acquire |and. The
company woul d al so bear the cost of reclaimng |and al ong the project
site, he said.

There will be five interchanges al ong the Jel utong Expressway at the
junctions to Pengkal an Wl d/ Jal an Dr Li m Chwee Leong, to Gat Lebuh
Macal | um Jal an Sungai Pi nang, Jalan Tan Sri Teh Ewe Lim (in Batu Lancang)
and Jal an Udi ni .

Tan al so said JDSB would build 5,500 | ow and | ow medi um cost houses and
4,000 other types of residential hones on the devel opnent site in support
of the Government's effort to provide the people w th affordabl e housing.

Earlier, Koh said about 2,300 fam|ies would be affected by the Jel utong
Expressway proj ect.

The houses to be built by JDSB were for the displaced famlies as well
as others affected by the Rent Control Act (Repeal), he said.
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