21/ 04/ 1997

Jel utong expressway: Consortiumsubmits EIA

PENANG, Sun. - The consortiumundertaking the RWM00 mllion Jel utong
Expressway construction | ast week submitted to the Departnent of

Envi ronnent the project's terns of reference for a detail ed Environnent al
| npact Assessnent.

The departnent’'s acting director Raja Rokiah Raja Saigon, who had in the
past expressed displeasure over delay in the matter, today confirned that
she had received a copy of the docunent.

"Qur headquarters, which is handling the detailed EIA wll circulate
the ternms of reference to Governnment agencies for their perusal and for
themto add other itens if necessary.

"The ternms of reference will normally be advertised so that the public
too can give their views," she told the New Straits Tines today.

The signing (of concessionary) agreenment between the consortium headed
by IIJM Corporation Bhd, and the State Government will be w tnessed by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Tuesday.

Al t hough the State Government had issued the letter of intent to the
consortium about two years ago, there had been no progress on the
project's ElIA despite constant reninders fromthe departnent.

Raj a Roki ah had said the consortiumneed not wait for the signing of the
agreenment for the project before conducting the EIA as the project had
al ready been awarded to them and that a detailed EIA was required.

DOE woul d take about three months to nake a decision fromthe date the
ElA report is subnitted. "While the report is being reviewed, a public
viewing of it will also be held."

She added t he headquarters had started to sel ect experts as nenbers of
an i ndependent ad-hoc committee to review the report.

Conmenting on the State Governnment's instructions that the consortium
must conplete the project within three years fromthe date of
concessi onary agreement, she said: "W will reviewthe report at the
normal pace. It would have been better if the EIA part had been settled
early.”

Meanwhi | e, State Public Wrks Departnent director Chuah Chong Soon said
a penalty would likely be inposed if the consortiumfailed to conplete the
project within the three-year deadline. However, he said the State
Government would first study the reasons for the del ay.

"If it is due to squatters, then it may not be fair to take action
agai nst them" he said.

It has been reported that 200 families and 18 pl aces of worship will be
af fected by the project.

The 4.5km Jel utong Expressway, which is the third and final package of
the Penang City Quter Ring Road, will connect Jal an Tunku Kudi n near the
Penang Bri dge to Pengkal an Wl d.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon had said the project which would
help in traffic dispersal, should have been conpleted in 1985 when the
Penang Bri dge was opened to the public.

The consortiumwould build the six-lane dual carriageway with a special
| ane for nmotorcycles and | and reserved for Light Rail Transport System

In return, they have been given reclamation rights totalling 120
hect ares near the Penang Bri dge.

It has been reported that a | arge portion of the expressway woul d be
built on reclained | and. There would al so be three interchanges.
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