19/ 11/ 1997

Johor State Assenbly pl edges support to PM

JOHOR BARU, Tues. - The Johor State Assenbly today passed unani nously an
energency notion supporting the | eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

The energency notion, tabled by Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani O hnman
condemmed the draft resolution of the 34 United States Congressnen asking
Dr Mahathir to apol ogi se or resign because of his alleged "anti-American
and anti-Semtic" remarks.

It also strongly objected to the US nbve to investigate Petronas
proposed gas exploration project in Iran.

The enmergency notion stated that Ml aysia was an i ndependent and
sovereign country with pride and dignity.

"Mal aysia has the rights and freedom based on the principles of
denocracy and human rights to chart its future in terns of politics, and
foreign and econonmic policies, in particular when trading with other
countries," it said.

"The nove to investigate Petronas because of its dealings with Iran is
an act of arrogance and extrene, and trespasses upon the freedom of
international trading," it said.

On Dr Mahathir, the notion said the assenbly accepted and recogni sed him
as Prime M nister who had been el ected by the peopl e through the
denocratic process, and appreci ated his endeavours towards building a
progressi ve, sovereign and respected nation.
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