28/ 01/ 1997

Johor Umo |iai son panel appoints bureau chairnen

JOHOR BARU, Mon. - The State Umo liaison conmm ttee has appointed the
chairmen of the various bureaus at its neeting at Saujana, the officia
resi dence of Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, this evening.

They include International Trade and Industry Mnistry Parlianmentary
Secretary Datuk H shanuddi n Hussei n, who has been appointed i nformation
chief, while Ghani hinself assunes the chairmanship of the economc
bur eau.

The others are Johor Baru MP Khal ed Nordin (education), Kl uang Umo
di vi sion head Gapar Qurrohu (religious), State Wrks and Public Wilities
conmi ttee chairman Datuk Zainal abidin Zin (consunmer affairs), Miar MP Aziz
Yassin (international affairs) and State Culture, Youth and Sports
comm ttee chairman Dr Abdul Latiff Ahnmad (social and public conplaints).

The State Umo |iaison comittee al so appointed State Legislative
Assenbly Speaker Datuk Ali Hassan secretary and Deputy Primary Industries
M nister Siti Zainab Abu Bakar treasurer.

Today's neeting was the first since Ghani took over the post of Johor
Umo |iaison commttee chairman from Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin | ast nonth.

Muhyi ddi n and Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar, who is the Johor
Umo |iaison comittee deputy chief, were also present at the neeting

Speaking to reporters later, Chani said he stressed at the nmeeting the
steps to be taken by Johor Umo in the next three years.

"They are to nmake Johor Umo stronger and nore united, and continue wth
the cultural reformation today and in future as envi saged by party
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim" he added.

He said consolidating party solidarity was inportant in view of the
signs of weaknesses such as noney politics and in-fightings for politica
positions.

"Therefore, the Johor Umo liaison committee will work to safeguard
unity anong Mal ays in Johor and in Johor Umo."

CGhani al so said anong the agenda whi ch could be inplenented at branch,
division and State | evels were on cultural, arts, sports and education
activities, as well as practising the teachings of the Quran.

"W al so stressed on Umo pioneering a reformati on on education ... W
hope to start a mass novenent to uplift the achievenents of the Malays in
education.”

Ghani added that tackling social ills and issues relating to the famly
institution would al so be high on Johor Umo's agenda.

He al so announced that 50 nenbers of Umo Youth and 10 nmenbers of Wanita
Umo from each division in Johor would be required to join the Askar
Wat ani ah.
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