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By: Zulkefli Salleh

ULAN BATOR (Mongolia), Sept 11 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmed today called on devel oping countries to step up cooperation to face
attenpts by external forces to slow down their econom c growth

The Prinme Mnister said countries of the South, in their efforts to
develop their economies, will often find their path fraught with
difficulties including those inposed by external forces.

" W in the East Asia region are only too aware of these attenpts by
outside forces to slow down our rapid economc growh as denonstrated by
the recent attenpts to destabilise and weaken certain East Asian
currencies," he said.

Until and unl ess devel oping nations resist the manipulation by these
external forces, they would not be able to achieve their full potential of
their countries, he said in his acceptance speech on being conferred a
Honorary Doctorate of Humanity award by the National University of Mngolia
her e.

Dr TS Gantsog, rector of the university in his citation before
conferring the award, said Dr Mahathir was chosen for his contributions to
foster closer relationship between the countries.

Dr Mahathir is here on the |last day of his four-day official visit to
Mongolia to foster closer relations and enhance econom c ties between
Mal aysia and the former socialist nation which is nmoving into a market
econony and seeking a share of the gl obal econony.

Dr Mahathir also stressed on the need for developing countries to unite
and speak with one voice in an era of globalisation and rapid technical
changes to ensure their interests were pronoted and views duly respected

" In such a challenging environnent, it is inperative that countries of
the South intensify their cooperation for their nmutual benefits,” he said

The Prime Mnister noted that devel oping countries including Mlaysia
reckoned that "the world does not owe us a living" but they only expect
mut ual respect and equality.

He hoped that as the world ushered into the new nmllennium it would
see nmuch nore equitable distribution of wealh and prosperity and that no
country should be prevented from seeking a fair share of the opportunities
and the wealth of this world including exploitation of their own resources.

On Mongolia, Dr Mahathir said it was tine that Ml aysia and ot her
Sout heast Asian countries revised their perception of the northern East
Asian country as "a very renote" one

He pointed out that it took only seven hours to fly to Mngolia while
it took 13 hours to fly non-stop to London and 20 hours to New York and yet
these places were not regarded as renote.

He of fered Malaysia's readiness to work with Mongolia to overcone the
obstacl es which gave the inpression that Mngolia was a renbpte country.

Dr Mahathir, who toured a Mngolian countryside during his visit, said
that Mongolia would be a great place for tourists from Southeast Asia for
its pristine beauty of the environnment, clear air, glorious history and
relics of the past.

" Mongolia only needs sonme investrments in facilities to becone |ess
renote,"” he said.

Besi des tourism Malaysia intends to make Mongolia a distribution
centre for its manufactured goods to the markets of eastern Russia and
west ern Chi na bordering Mngoli a.



It is learnt that nmenbers of the business delegation |ed by Chief
Executive of Malaysia Mning Corporation Tan Sri [|brahim Menudin
acconpanying Dr Mahathir, were | ooking into other possible joint ventures
in coal mning and nmanufacturing of consunmer goods.

On the confernent of the honorary doctorate, Dr Mhathir described it
as a synbol of enhanced relationship between Mngolia and Ml aysia which
was even nore neaningful as it coincided with the 26th anniversary of the
establ i shment of diplomatic relations between the two countries.

Dr Mahathir |eaves here today for the central Asian Republic of Kyrgyz
for a three-day working visit. -- BERNAVA
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