10/ 02/ 1997

Joyful Raya with prayers, open house

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun.- Mal aysi ans today cel ebrated Hari Raya Aidilfitri, a
day after the Chinese New Year celebrations, in a spirit of nmultiracia
har nony and goodwi | | .

For Muslinms the cel ebrati ons began with prayers at nbsques and surau
followed by the traditional open house where rel atives and friends of
various races were entertained to festive goodi es.

At the Istana Negara, about 450 |ocal VIPs, Cabinet Mnisters and
foreign dignitaries thronged the palace to wi sh the Yang di - Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' afar and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah Sel anat Hari Raya.

The visitors feasted on festive delicacies |ike satay, rendang, |emang
and ket upat.

Earlier, the King and Queen, acconpani ed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, performed the solat Aidilfitri at the National Msque
toget her with thousands of people.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas al so present.

Hundr eds al so queued up at Dr Mahathir's official residence Sri Perdana
from 7. 30am

On hand to greet themwere Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohd Al'i and menbers of the Prime Mnister's famly.

There was a steady streamof well-w shers when the gates opened at 10am
and they included Cabinet Mnisters, nenbers of the diplomatic corp
menbers of several political parties and conmpany heads.

Among the wel | -wi shers were a group of Bosnian children spending their
fourth Hari Raya in Mal aysia and students of the SAL group who coul d not
go honme for the cel ebrati ons.

Several famlies also took the opportunity to pose for photographs with
Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah and some even requested for autographs. The
open house serving traditional festive delicacies such as rendang,
ket upat, |emang and kuah kacang was held until 6pmtoday.

Meanwhil e, at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, many visitors came to
Anwar' s open house which started at 10am

The open house, held in two sessions, one for VIPs and one for the
public, drew hundreds of well-w shers.

The visitors were wel comed by Anwar and Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
Ismail and their famly.

Anmong the VIP visitors were Cabinet Mnisters, diplomts, nmenbers of
several political parties and conpany heads.

Al so present were Anwar's forner history teacher Mizaffar Tate and Dr
Wan Azi zah's biol ogy teacher Elizabeth Peri athanby.

Al well-w shers were served with the traditional delicacies of the
di fferent races.

( END)



	Joyful Raya with prayers, open house (NST 10/02/1997)

