22/ 09/ 1997
Justice nust not only be done but nmust be seen to be done

Datuk A Kadir Jasin

THE Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, deserves the highest

prai se for ordering Mal aysi an conpani es responsi bl e for the open burning

of forests in Indonesia to bear the cost of fighting the fires now raging
in the Republic.

The nove, said the Prime Mnister, is to alleviate the Governnment's
burden and to ensure that the conpani es are accountable for their actions.

The order has an added significance as it was issued through the
Nati onal Security Council. The power and authority of the NSC are
general ly invoked in cases involving national security and the decleration
of an emergency.

Di sclosing the Prime Mnister's order, the Information M nister, Datuk
Mohanmed Rahmat, who is the chairman of the National Disaster Relief
Management Committee, said the order woul d take effect imrediately.

The I ndonesi an Governnent had provided a |ist of 43 Mal aysi an conpani es
whi ch had entered into joint venture agreenents with | ndonesian parties to
clear land for agricultural projects.

An ealier report suggested that at |east 18 Mal aysi an conpani es
operating in Indonesia were responsi ble for open burning. Mhaned said the
conpani es invol ved could no | onger plead ignorance.

As an added neasure, the CGovernnent shoul d rel ease the nanes of the 43
Mal aysi an parties identified by Indonesia. If these conpanies wish to
pl ead not guilty, the onus will be upon themto supply the proof.

Al t hough the action cane too late to stop the haze now bl aketi ng
Mal aysi a, | ndonesia and Si ngapore, a concerted effort by the governnents
of the affected countries and their private sector may hel p ease the
pr obl em

In the Iong run, such a firmstand by the Government will, hopefully,
hel p saf eguard Mal aysia's i mage as nore and nore | ocal conpani es venture
abroad to do busi ness.

Here, Dr Mahathir's unconprom sing stand is not only understandabl e but
|l egi timate.

If local investors turn out to be the "Ugly Ml aysi ans" abroad, Dr
Mahat hir's own good nane, as nuch as the good nane of the country, will be
at stake.

This is because the majority of Ml aysian i nvestors who are today
engaged i n business abroad do so at his behest through various officia
and unofficial foreign mssions he |ed.

W may be able to excuse one or two Mal aysi an busi nessnen who marry
worren fromthe countries they do business in and nake | adi es out of them
It may even be excusable for themto live in expensive mansions, drive big
cars and wi ne and di ne at posh restaurants.

But to break the | aw and pollute the environment cannot be a sign of
good corporate citizenship. In the case of the Ml aysi an conpani es naned
by the | ndonesi an Governnent, they not only caused msery to their hosts
but to their own country as well.

Sadly, there appears to be sonme busi nessmen who are taking such policies
as Mal aysi a incorporated and reversed i nvestnent for granted. O hers
unashanedl y gl oat about their closeness with top political |eaders and a
fewtreat the offices of Mnisters as their own.

Still it shocked nme recently to see a young wel | - known banker (rather,
the owner of a comercial bank) turning up at the office of a very senior



Mnister in a pair of faded blue jeans, unbuttoned T-shirt and a pair of
| oaf ers.

| have not hing against jeans. | wear themregularly. But it cannot be in
good taste to visit a Mnister's office on a working day in jeans, T-shirt
and | oafers no matter how powerful the person is as a banker or how cl ose
he is with the Mnister and the Mnister's staff.

Busi nessnmen and ot hers who enjoy the rare privilege of walking freely in
the corridors of power should not take this for granted. Above all else,
t hey shoul d not abuse it.

They nmust be mi ndful of the saying "famliarity breeds contenpt"”. But
M nisters and their personal staff who tolerate this kind of conduct have
only thensel ves to bl ane.

( END)
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