23/ 01/ 1997
Kedah- Prai high-speed train |ink plan

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

ALOR STAR, Wed. - The State Governnent is working on a proposal to start a
hi gh-speed train service fromBukit Kayu Htamto Prai, Menteri Besar

Dat uk Seri Sanusi Junid said today.

He said the proposal was being prepared by the State Transport Conmittee
headed by State Exco nenber Datuk Beh Heng Seong.

Sanusi said the high-speed train service would solve transportati on woes
currently experienced by nost factory owners to bring their workers to
their factories in Prai.

"W will allowthe devel opnent of hostels and | odging facilities to
house factory workers along the railway I|ine.

"The workers could then use the railway service to travel to their
factories in Prai," he told reporters after chairing the State Exco
nmeeting at Wsna Darul Anman.

The proposed hi gh-speed train service was anong the agendas in today's
Exco neeti ng.

Sanusi said di scussions woul d be held with | andowners on how their |and
could be used to build the railway tracks.

The idea of the high-speed train service was nooted by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

During his visit to Kedah on Jan 9, Dr Mahat hir had proposed that the
State CGovernnent take advantage of the flat terrain to introduce the
servi ce.

He said the flat terrain in Kedah woul d enabl e the construction of
railway tracks for high-speed trains travelling at 170kph, cutting the
travelling tine by about half an hour.

At present, nmotorists need one hour 15 minutes to travel to Prai from
Al or Star on the North-South Expressway and two hours using the Federa
road.

The Exco neeting al so discussed a plan to relocate graveyards |ocated in
the heart of Alor Star town.

Sanusi said the State CGovernnment had decided to all ow Chinese
associ ations to devel op the Chinese ceneteries in Jalan Langgar and Jal an
Tun Razak

He said the ceneteries could be rel ocated el sewhere so that the plot
coul d be devel oped for commrercial use.

The Menteri Besar al so said the State Government would set up a Quran
readers' association ained at inproving the quality of Quran recital.

Sanusi also instructed the local authorities to renove all signboards at
desi gnated protected areas which warn that a person would be shot for
t respassi ng.

"I don't think our country is that uncivilised and | have never heard
(of a law) that anybody who trespasses will be shot ... for all | knowif
they want to break into a building with fences, they will find a way to
get in. In fact, the guard will run away," he added.
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