12/ 03/ 1997

Kel ant an si gns agreenent for building port in Tunpat

KOTA BARU, Tues. - Kelantan is expected to becone an international
stopover for |ndo-Chinese vessels when a port is built in Tunpat,

foll owi ng an agreenent signed between the State Government and Hongkew
Hol di ngs (M Sdn Bhd (Hongkew) .

The signing cerenony was held at the Menteri Besar's Ofice at Kota
Dar ul nai m t oday.

Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat signed for the State
Governnent whil e Hongkew chai rman, Tan Sri Abdul Azi z Abdul Rahnman signed
for his conpany.

Al so present were Deputy Menteri Besar Abdul Hali m Abdul Rahman and
Hongkew di rect or Eng Poh Hong.

Azi z said the conpany would invest RM20O0O nmillion for the project to be
built on an 88 hectare site in Tunpat.

Wirk on the port is expected to be conpleted in two years, after which
vessel s fromcountries |ike Thail and, Canmbodi a and Vi et nam woul d cal
t here.

"The port can accommpdate six 20,000 netric tonne vessels at a tine," he
said adding that the port facilities in Kelantan would hel p boost trade
and comercial activities in the State.

Besides this, it would al so benefit the conpany's cenent factory project
in Gua Miusang

Aziz said construction of the cenent factory was in progess and woul d be
conpl eted | ate next year.

"W need a port to inport and export coal and other goods,"” he added.

He said the construction of the port was part of the conmponents invol ved
in the devel opnment of Tunpat covering an area of about 260 hectares.

Meanwhil e, Nik Aziz said the presence of the port would equi p Kel antan
with the infrastructure to facilitate the growmh of the State's industrial
sector.

"I repeatedly requested for a port in Kelantan whenever | neet Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad," he said
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