09 AUG 1997

KELANTAN SUPPORTS STREAMLI NI NG OF SYARI AH LAWS

PASI R PUTEH, Aug 9 (Bernamm) -- The Pas-led Kel antan state government
in principle supports the proposal by the central governnent to streanline
syariah | aws enacted by the various states.

Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat who voiced the
support however questioned the inplications of the streanlining.

"After the streamining, will matters that contradict syariah laws |ike
beauty contests continue to be allowed in places such as Sel angor," he told
reporters after opening the Tok Bali-Kanpung Kual a Senerak road here today.
The 3kmroad was built in 11 days.

Ni k Aziz was asked to comment on the statement by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad who anpong ot her things said the role and power of
Muftis nmust be reviewed in the exercise to streamine syariah laws to avoid
conf usi on.

Speaking at the function, Nk Aziz denied that Kel antan was agai nst
devel opnent projects as alleged by certain people.

He said Kelantan had al ways enphasi sed on devel opnent projects for the
people as long as they were not inconsistent with Islamc teachings.
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