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Ki ds too can | earn about Al DS

"CHI LDREN must nake the connection between | earning what's on the conmputer
and real life," says Linda Lim centre director of Futurekids Computer
Learning Centre, which is located at Taman SEA in Petaling Jaya.

That is why over 30 of her students attended the Al DS Awareness N ght,
graced by Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir, at the centre recently.

They had |l earned in their curriculum M ssion Medical Centre, that
graphic and mul ti nedi a applications can be fun in enhancing the quality of
patient care by designing a systemto nonitor vital synptons.

"Al t hough nost people think of Futurekids in terns of conputer training,
we are al so concerned with providing education to children.

"Children acquire know edge faster if they can relate to the subject
matter. Naturally, we also think that it is inportant that we nmake our
youth aware of AIDS if we are to stop discrimnation and i gnorance about
H 'V and those infected, especialy children," she adds.

According to the latest statistics fromthe Wrld Health O ganisati on,
10 million children will be infected with H V worl dwi de over the next 40
years. AIDS will also be the |l eading killers of infants and children.

Azl an Arif, 14, says he learnt about AIDS and H 'V from wat chi ng
tel evi si on and readi ng newspapers.

"The nost inportant thing | learnt today is that we should not treat
H V/ AIDS i nfected children any different fromanyone el se. They are human
t 0o.

"It is sad that they are being treated |like outcasts. It is not their
fault. We should |l ove and support them" says Azl an.

Anot her 14-year-old Futurekids student, Sarah Low, says: "Now | have a
better picture of what HHV and AIDS are. If a childis infected with HV,
it does not nmean that his life will be cut short.

It is conforting to know that with proper care and medi cation, these
children can lead nornmal lives |ike everyone. | hope that sone day they
will find a cure.™

Inline with the 1997 Wrld Al DS canpaign Children living in a world of
Al DS, Furturekids Computer Learning centres have enbarked on a donation
drive for the paediatric AIDS fund running fromAug 25 to Nov 30. Donation
boxes have been placed at all 12 centres in Peninsul ar Ml aysia and
students and their parents have been urged to donate generously.
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