11/ 11/ 1997

King: W'll work with Macedoni a

THE Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar said that Ml aysi a was prepared
to cooperate with Macedonia to maintain peace and security in the Bal kan
state.

He said it is regrettable that the Serb | eaders in Bel grade are stil
plotting to stage denonstrations and create unrest in the former
Yugosl avi a i ncl udi ng Macedoni a.

"Ml aysi a hopes Macedoni a and other countries will be able to convince
the Serbian |l eaders to live in harnmony and peacefully with their
nei ghbours," the King said when speaking at the state banquet in honour of
the visiting Macedoni an President Kiro Aigorov at |Istana Negara in Kual a
Lunmpur | ast night.

On economic ties between the two countries, the King said the private
sector in Malaysia could venture into the tel econmuni cati ons, power
generation, transportation and tourismsectors in Macedoni a.

Cooperation in these sectors would not only boost ties between Ml aysi a
and Macedoni a but al so ot her nei ghbouring countries in the Bal kan regi on,
the King added. - Bernamm

OUR REPORTER reports: Earlier yesterday Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his wife Datin Seri Siti Hamah Mohd Ali al so call ed
on @igorov in Kuala Lunpur

digorov and his wife, Nada, are in the federal capital on a four-day
official visit.

Gigorov is leading a 46-menber del egation conprising several ministers,
seni or government officials and busi nessnmen to boost political, economc
and trade ties between the two countries.

A igorov and his entourage were accorded an official welconme at the
Par | i ament Square.

The vi siting Macedoni an President |ater inspected a guard of honour
mounted by five officers and 31 nmen fromthe 1st Battalion Royal Ml ay
Regi nent, under the conmand of Mej Handi Abdul Rahman.

On arrival at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang, he was
recei ved by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi, his wife
Datin Seri Endon Mahrmood and Cul ture, Artsand Tourism M ni ster Datuk
Sabbaruddi n Chik who is the m nister-in-attendance.

Today, A@igorov will hold talks with Dr Mahathir and attend a | uncheon
hosted by the National Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry Ml aysi a.

Mal aysia was the first anong the Asia-Pacific countries to recognise the
Macedonia in 1992 following its enmergence as a free and i ndependent state.
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