09 AUG 1997

KI NG CONGRATULATES ECUADOR PRESI DENT

KUALA LUVMPUR, Aug 9 (Bernamm) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku
Ja'afar, and the Raja Pernmaisuri Agong, Tuanku Najihah, today congratul ated
Presi dent Fabian Al arcon Rivera of Ecuador on the occasion of the 167th
anni versary of its independence.

In a simlar message to Rivera, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said he was pleased to note that bilateral relations between the
two countries had been nmaki ng steady progress and was confident that these
relations could be further strengthened in the future.

Foreign M nister Datuk Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, in his nessage to his
counterpart, Dr Jose Ayala Lasso , said the cordial bilateral relations
between the two countries should be further enhanced through greater
i nteractions anong the various sectors of their popul ations.

"Exchanges of this nature would, | am sure, help to strengthen and
reinforce our bilateral ties," he said in the nessage rel eased by Wsma
Putra. -- BERNAMA
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