08/ 06/ 1997
Ki ng: Be thankful for rapid economnmic growth

Leong Shen-|
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar today said
Mal aysi a's economic strength has enabled it to wi thstand externa
pressures.

In his speech at the investiture cerenony at the Istana Negara in
conjunction with his 75th birthday, the King said Ml aysi ans shoul d be

t hankful as there were sone devel opi ng countries which were still not
totally free.
"A few countries, although i ndependent, were still not economically and

politically free due to their weak econony and ot her probl ens such as
ethnic violence and civil wars.

"As such, | amthankful as our country has successfully entered the
globalisation era with full confidence," he said.

He was grateful to God as the country's rapid devel opnent had been
followed by a rise in the standard of living and the spiritual devel opnent
of the peopl e.

"This rapid econoni c devel opnent is very meani ngful because without it,
the country woul d not have been able to elevate its inage as a respected
devel oping and Islamc country," he said.

The King al so said the country's success in the 21st century depended on
its ability in harnessing its human resources.

"Wth the world's econony beconmi ng nore free, the people need to handl e
challenges intelligently by utilising the benefits of information
technol ogy to devel op onesel f, and subsequently, the country.

"I nvestnment in research and devel opment shoul d be increased to quicken
the country's devel opnent, " he said.

He added that the people should make use of opportunities available to
master conputers and other nultinmedia tools so that they woul d benefit
fromthe devel opments of infornmation technol ogy.

The people, he said, could not run away frominfornmation technol ogy
because it would i nfluence everyone's way of life.

"If there are no attenpts to naster conputers, | amworried sonme woul d
be left behind in the world of information technol ogy,” he said, adding
that he hoped all Ml aysi ans woul d give their support to the Governnment's
nmove to nake the country advanced in the IT arena.

He al so said anpbng the chall enges of Vision 2020 was to create a new
generation which was ethical, caring and with high norals, besides
mai nt ai ni ng rapi d devel oprent .

The new generation should also be able to do away with foul play and
corruption, he said.

To Mal aysi an clinbers who reached the sunmt of Munt Everest at the end
of last nonth, the King said their achievenent clearly showed the
"Mal aysi a Bol eh" spirit which should be encouraged anpbng the youth in the
country.

The King also congratulated Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on receiving the Jawaharl al Nehru Award, the King Fai sal
International Prize for Service to Islamand the Order of Good Hope O ass
One Grand Cross from South Africa.

"This shows the world has recognised Dr Mahathir's contributions as a
political |eader who dares to speak out for the sake of the nation," he
sai d, adding that he was inpressed by Dr Mahathir's statesmanship while
attending the First Southern Africa International D al ogue.
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