11 MAY 1997
DAP- Chal | enge
KIT SI ANG SAYS HE NEVER QUESTI ONED OR CHALLENGED MAHATH R

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 11 (Bernamm) -- DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang
said today that he had not questioned or challenged Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Mahat hir Mhamad, the Cabinet or the Barisan Nasional government for
the decision to prosecute Menber of Parlianent for Kota Ml aka Lim Guan
Eng.

He said he did not do that for under Article 145 (3) of the Federal
Constitution, the decision to "initiate, conduct or discontinue any
proceedi ngs for an offence" was at the sole discretion of the
Attorney- CGeneral, which cannot be influenced by anyone.

"...1 had at no time, whether inside or outside Parlianent, questioned
or chall enged the decision of the Melaka H gh Court finding Guan Eng guilty
of the offences of sedition and publishing false news," he said in a
statenent issued here

He said he fully accepted that if there was to be a challenge of the
court decision, it must be made through the proper |egal process as had
been done by his son Guan Eng in filing his appeal to the Court of Appeal
on Friday.

Kit Siang, the Menber of Parlianment for Tanjong, was commenting on Dr
Mahathir's statenment yesterday that his (Kit Siang's) statements that there
was injustice in court decisions were given proninence by the press and
that in Guan Eng's case the governnent was made to look as if it was
undenocrati c.

The opposition |eader also said that the opposition "is and had never
been i mmuuned fromthe law' and all it asked was that the Attorney-Genera
shoul d not abuse his discretionary powers to exercise selective prosecution
agai nst the opposition and non-governnental organi sations.

I n MELAKA, Guan Eng, the DAP deputy secretary-general, denied that the
party had criticised the courts for convicting him under the Sedition Act
and Printing Presses and Publications Act.

"No DAP | eaders including nyself have ever criticised the Melaka High
Court for convicting me and inposing fines of RVb,000 in default three
mont hs' jail under the Sedition Act and RMLO, 000 in default six nonths
jail under the Printing Presses and Publications Act," he said.

The DAP had never criticised the courts as being unfair but only the
Attorney-Ceneral for abusing his powers by selectively prosecuting only
him he said in a statement.

Lim 37, said the party was only canpai gni ng agai nst sel ective
prosecution by the Attorney-General

Limclainmed that Dr Mahathir had been nisled and received false
information that the DAP was canpai gning against the courts for being
unfair when the party was only campai gni ng agai nst sel ective prosecution by
the Attorney-General

"It is also wong and untrue for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir to say the
| ocal press is favouring nme when reporting my conviction and the
possibility of ne losing the Parlianentary seat," he said.

"Where has the Ml aysian press ever dared to favour the opposition?

I nstead of supporting me, some |ocal papers even go out of their way to
condemm ne," he added. -- BERNAMA
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