01/10/ 1997

Kit Siang hopes Barisan MPs will support notion

| POH, Tues. - Opposition |eader LimKit Siang today expressed hope that
the Bari san Nasional MPs woul d support a notion by the DAP to di scuss the
haze when the Dewan Rakyat neets on Monday.

Limsaid he had witten to Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi masking himto allow the notion to take precedence over other
gover nment busi ness.

"l have al so asked the Governnment to suspend the Standing Order that the
14-day notice nmust be given in order to nove a notion as the haze and the
envi ronnment al degradation are of grave concern to all," he said after
| aunching a signature canpaign urging the inplenentation of the Cean Air
Action Pl an.

He al so rel eased a bunch of balloons at the Super Kinta wet narket to
mark the | aunch

Limsaid the support of MPs was vital as there had been air and sea
collisions, and road accidents as a result of thick haze.

"The Air Pollutant |ndex had di pped bel ow 100 over the last two days but
this does not nean the haze has di sappeared,” he said.

"W hope the Government will treat the haze as a serious probl emand not
as a marginal issue," he said.

He sai d Mal aysi a should al so demand conpensation from I ndonesia for its
| ack of action in conbating the forest fires in Sumatra and Kal i mant an.

On the signature canpaign, he said the party hoped to get 100, 000
signhatures in the first week and will hand themover to Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

I n Tai pi ng where he al so | aunched the signature canpaign, Limsaid
st udi es shoul d be conducted on the effects of the haze on people suffering
fromcancer and chronic respiratory di seses.

He al so urged the Governnent to make public all available information on
the effects of the haze on health and environnent.

Limsaid the Governnment should study the damage on t he Mal aysi an econony
and peopl e.

He wel coned the directive by Chief Justice Tun Mohd Eusoff Chin to the
courts to quickly dispose of all cases under the Environnent Quality Act
1974.

"The decision will have an inpact on the protection of the environnent,"
he sai d.
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