24/ 12/ 1997

Kit Siang: Remark not personal attack on Senators

PENANG, Tues. - Opposition | eader and DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang
sai d today he was not naki ng a personal attack agai nst any particul ar
Senat or when he said in the Dewan Rakyat that the Senate "is a rubbish bin
for political has-beens, rejects and deadwood” on Dec 17.

Li msaid he made the remark when proposing to Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to tap experts fromthe private and public sectors who
were not Menbers of Parliament, by appointing themas Senators to raise
t he standard of the Senate.

"It was at this point that | described the Senate at present as nothing
nore than a rubbish bin for political has-beens, rejects and deadwood. "

Li mwas commenting on a notion passed by the Senate yesterday denmandi ng
an i medi ate apology fromhimand that he retract his derogatory statenent
about the Upper House and Senators.

Senat or Hanzah Mohd Zain had tabl ed the notion under House standing rule
17(2) saying that the matter was specific, of public interest and urgent.

Ni ne senators who debated the notion were visibly annoyed by Lims
statenent in the Lower House and descri bed the statenent as uncalled for,
unet hi cal and running counter to the Federal Constitution.

Limsaid: "As for the demand for an apol ogy, there is nothing to
apol ogi se for speaking the truth."

He said it was the Senators who shoul d apol ogise to the nation and the
peopl e for being a burdensone national irrelevance and for wasting nore
than an hour debating about himinstead of focusing on the people's
problens at a tinme of unprecedented econonic and financial problens.

Li m added that he woul d repeat outside Parlianment what he had said in
the Dewan Rakyat on Dec 17 as chal |l enged by a Senat or

"l hereby give notice to all Senators that they, or their |ega
representatives, could attend a medi a conference at noon tonorrow at the
DAP headquarters where | would repeat what | had said in the Dewan Rakyat
and they coul d take whatever |egal action they like."

( END)
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