01/ 01/ 1997
KL a conpul sory stop after Durban

Randhi r Si ngh

THE I nternational Amateur Athletic Federation will ensure athletes
conmpeting in the Wirld Cup in Durban stop in Kuala Lunpur for the 1998
Conmonweal th Ganes enroute to their respective destinations.

The I AAF wi Il book airline tickets for Comobnwealth athletes with a
stop-over in Kuala Lunpur enroute to hone.

"This is one nethod of getting all the top athletes to grace the Ganes,"
said Sukom' 98 executive chairman Jen (rtd) Tan Sri HashimAli.

"I AAF are totally in favour of naking both the events a great success."

The World Cup, to be held on Sept 11-13 in South Africa, had earlier
cl ashed with the Commonweal th Ganmes which were fixed for Sept 10-20.

But the Ganes have now been shifted to Sept 12-21 wth several changes
to the athletic programe to accombdate the World Cup.

The World Cup, one of the premer events in the world sports cal endar,
offers a Mercedes Benz as a prize and | AAF pay for all athletes to
conpete.

Hashi msaid he nmet | AAF president Prinbp Nebiolo in Mexico City |ast
mont h and he gave the assurance.

"He is very pleased with Ml aysia, having been in Kuala Lunmpur in 1991
for the Asian Track and Field nmeet. He said that | AAF are in full support
of the Games."

Hashi m met Nebi ol o with Commonweal th Ganmes Federation president M ke
Fennel I .

Hashimsaid it was al so decided that Malaysia will host an international
athletics neet in May, 1998.

"The Mal aysian AAUWwi Il liaise with the | AAF and we will provide sone
support. We will try to get some prom nent nanes to attract the crowd to
the Bukit Jalil Stadium"

Hashi m said Nebiolo will be a guest of Sukom

He said the Conmmonweal th Ganes Council, chaired by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, have agreed to an idea fromthe traffic police
that a marat hon be organi sed on a week-day sonetine next year as a trial-
run.

"Essentially, it istotest the traffic flow To see if there would be
any congestion assum ng we hold it on a week-day in 1998."
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