29/ 08/ 1997
KL and London to hold regul ar meetings

K. P. Waran; Sufi Yusoff
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Malaysia and Britain have agreed to hold regul ar
meeti ngs between senior officials to further enhance bilateral relations.

This was one of the issues discussed in a neeting between Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi and British Forei gn Secreatary
Robi n Cook at Wsma Putra today.

Speaking to reporters later, Abdullah said they agreed that such
nmeetings be held to all ow for an exchange of views on issues of nutua
i nterest and i nportance.

"There is no such arrangenent now, and we feel that this is substantial
to allow us to exchange views in our efforts to enhance existing bilatera
ties," he said.

Abdul | ah said while Malaysia and Britain had differences over certain
matters, it was inmportant for both to neet and nake their stand clear.
However, he said it need not be held in a formal manner.

Later, Cook called on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad and
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Abdul | ah' s di scussions with Cook al so touched on the devel opnents in
Bosni a- Her zegovi na where Mal aysia has a nmilitary contingent depl oyed under
the Nato-led Stabilisation Force and serving under the British sector.

But, he said, the focus was nore on the future of the Bal kan republic
where the SFOR nandate was expected to end in June next year.

"I conveyed to himthe need to create a stable and peaceful Bosnia
before we can pull the international nilitary force out. There is still an
i mbal ance of power between the Bosnian forces and the Serbs and we are
worried about the possibility of another round of aggression,” he said.

Their neeting al so touched on Myanmar's entry into Asean, which Britain
has opposed.

Abdul | ah sai d he briefed Cook on Asean's perspective of constructive
engagenent and not wanting to isolate Myanmar despite the Western world's
criticismof its human rights record.

Later, Cook, during a talk on "Southeast Asia and Beyond: Britain's
Partners for the 21st Century", said his visit to Southeast Asia, which
comes just four nonths after the Labour Government was install ed,
denonstrated his new Governnent's recognition of the global inportance of
t hi s region.

"There could be no better place for a British Foreign Mnister to begin
a tour of Southeast Asia than Malaysia. Dr Mahathir said in April that
"British friends are the npst confortable'.

"I'n my short tine in Malaysia, | have i ndeed been nade to feel
confortable. | have felt the goodwi |l that exists for Britain anbng so
many of the people of Malaysia," he said.

Cook said recent turbulence in the financial nmarkets should not obscure
the underlying strength of the econonics of Southeast Asia.

Later at Press conference, he said, his talks with Dr Mahathir incl uded
that on the Prine Mnister's recent call to reviewthe Universa
Decl aration of Human Ri ghts and added that the subject needed to be
approached with cauti on.

"Instead of looking at it as out of date since it was formul ated 50
years, we nmust | ook at it as having passed the test of tinme and protects
the fundanental rights of everyone," he said.

Cook said he and Dr Mahat hir al so di scussed commpn positions that can be



taken on the environnent at the Comonweal t h Heads of Governnment Meeting
i n London includi ng possi bl e agreenent on forestry managenent.
Cook, on a two-day official visit here, later left for Jakarta.
( END)



	KL and London to hold regular meetings (NST 29/08/1997)

