03/ 02/ 1997
KL del egation denied entry at Italy airport

Jalina Joheng in Split, Croatia

DEFENCE M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar on Saturday expressed his

di sapointment with the Italian authorities after they denied a Ml aysi an
del egation entry to neet Royal Ml aysian Navy personnel serving under
Nato's Stabilisation Force at the Pisa International Airport in ltaly on
Fri day eveni ng.

The supposedly brief and sinple nmeeting in conjunction with the handi ng
of Hari Raya goodies to the navy personnel turned out to be a
di sappoi nt nent despite the clearance fromthe authorities including from
t he Mal aysi an enbassy in Rone.

Syed Hanmid said an investigation would be carried out and the mnistry
woul d seek the help of Wsna Putra to determ ne the reason behind the
deni al of entry.

"l am di sappointed with the way our nen have been treated despite the
good mlitary ties between the two countries."

Syed Hanid was speaking to reporters after handi ng about 1,500 boxes of
Hari Raya goodies to the Mal aysian Contingent |1l soldiers serving in
Croati a and Bosni a- Her zegovi na under SFOR at the National Support El enent
headquarters here.

During the Friday incident, the Ml aysian del egation, conprising 12
officers fromthe arned forces, three police officers and 14 Press nenbers
were not allowed to go beyond the transit gate at the Pisa Internationa
Airport to neet the Ml aysi an navy personnel and their famlies who were
waiting at the arrival hall

According to a police officer at the airport, they were not inforned of
the neeting session except for the transit |anding and the unl oadi ng of
the Hari Raya goodies en route to Split.

Consequently, Syed Hami d's plan to break fast with the Ml aysi an navy
personnel and their famlies had to be cancell ed.

Meanwhi | e, news of Syed Hami d's arrival in Split brought cheer to the
Mal aysi an troops who are al so serving at other Malcon Il canps in Livno,
G anoc, Kupres and Sarajevo in bordering Bosni a- Her zegovi na.

At the NSE headquarters, Syed Ham d, who is on a three-day visit to
Bosni a- Her zegovi na, advi sed the Ml aysi an troops serving under SFOR to be
commtted and be united while performng their duties in foreign | and.

He conveyed Hari Raya greetings fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Syed Ham d was scheduled to visit the Malcon Il canps yesterday to hand
t he Raya goodi es, and to neet Bosnhian President Alija |zetbegovic.
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