20/ 08/ 1997
KL may chip in for Cwealth office in NY

Adel i ne Ong

MALAYSI A wi I | consider contributing to Commonwealth's initiative to set up
an office in New York to facilitate snmaller nenber countries, Foreign

M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi sai d yesterday.

The Conmonwealth is said to require sone US$600, 000 (US$1 = RV2.80) to
set up the office.

Abdul | ah, speaking to reporters after neeting Cormonweal th secretary-
general Chief Eneka Anyaoku in Kual a Lunpur yesterday, said the quantum of
Mal aysia's contribution has yet to be deci ded.

"There are many Commonweal th nmenber countries that cannot afford to set
up an office in New York because of high costs.

"Therefore, Comonweal th nenber countries that can afford to assi st
financially should do so since smaller countries are al so part of the
Comonweal th fam ly," Abdull ah said.

Meanwhi | e, Anyaoku said he is satisfied with his five-day visit to
Mal aysi a as a preparation of the 53-nation Cormonweal th's biennial summt
in October which will be held at Edi nburgh, Scotl and.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will be addressing the
i naugural Commonweal t h Busi ness Forumprior to the Commonweal th Heads of
Gover nment Meeti ng.

"The prime mnisters of Britain, Canada, Australia, Singapore, Sri Lanka
and Bar bados have al so been invited to address the forum" Anyaoku sai d.

He al so said that the neeting in Edinburgh will discuss how best to
secure and defend t he econom es of Conmonweal th menbers in |ight of the
currency specul ati on which had affected several of its nmenbers.

Anyaoku said Cormonweal th | eaders at the neeting will also review gl obal
political devel opnent of special concern to the grouping and address the
question of new nmenbership.

"The Conmonwealth M nisterial Action Goup will neet next nmonth to
fornmulate its recommendati ons to Commonweal th | eaders regarding Nigeria
and Sierra Leone, the two remaining mlitary reginmes in the Commonweal th,"
he sai d.

He added that as Nigeria is still under suspension, it will be unlikely
that it will be able to participate in the Kuala Lunpur Commobnweal t h Ganes
next year.

Anyaoku al so requested Mal aysia to consider contributing to severa
Conmonweal th initiatives such as the Centre of Islamic Studies in Oxford
and a rain forest research project in Guyana

During his stay in Malaysia, Anyaoku met with Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
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