14/ 08/ 1997
KL offers aid to put out Indon forest fires (HL)

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Malaysia is prepared to provide financial support for
wat er - bonbi ng operations in Indonesia agai nst forest fires which have been
identified as the cause of the current haze envel opi ng the country,
resulting in air quality deteriorating to hazardous |evels.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
today Mal aysi a was prepared to share, along with Singapore and I ndonesi a,
the cost of the operations for three to four nonths after the water-
bonbers had been delivered.

| ndonesi a did not indicate how many of the planes it would hire or buy
from Canadi an conpany Bonbardi er

But Law described I ndonesian officials as being "very positive" in the
nmove to use the water bonbers and that Bombardi er coul d deliver the
aircraft within one nonth. The nonthly cost of operations is expected to
be about US$400,000 (RML.I million) for two aircraft.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad had | ast nonth suggested
the hiring of water bonbers as a precautionary neasure during dry spells.

Dr Mahathir had al so suggested asking for expert hel p from ot her
countries such as the US and Canada.

The Bonbar di er water bonber can scoop up over 6,000 litres of water in
12 seconds whil e skimm ng at high speed over any suitabl e body of water.
This techni que enables it to nake repeated heavy attacks, with foam
suppressant added to its load, directly on a field without returning to an
airfield.

Once airborne, it can reach speeds of 300km per hour and in an average
m ssion of 1llkmdistance fromwater to fire can conplete nine drops within
an hour, delivering nore than 50,000 litres of fire suppressant.

The use of water-bonbers was one of several measures discussed at the
Asean Senior O ficers on Environment Task Force neeting on trans-boundary
haze pollution in Jakarta on Monday.

Law sai d I ndonesi a had agreed to consider the use of water-bonbers for
fire suppression and to further strengthen enforcenent against illega
ground and forest fires.

He said Information M nister Datuk Mhanmed Rahmat, who is chairman of
the National Disaster Commttee, will go to Indonesia to follow up on the
di scussions and | ook into | ong-termsol utions.

Law said the National Haze Committee which net here on Monday had
i ncluded a proposal for the setting up of volunteer fire-fighting teans.

"W are working with the local authorities and the Fire Services and
Rescue Departnent on the matter."

He said hotlines would be set up both at the district and federal |evels
for reporting of illegal burning.

Law said condition of the haze in Butterworth and Penang deteriorated
fromnoderate yesterday to severe today. The condition al so deteriorated
in the Klang Vall ey and Perak today.

The haze has al so affected Kuantan, Mersing and Kota Baru, areas which
wer e previously unaffected.

Visibility in Penang and Butterworth dropped to between one and two
kil onetres today. In Perak and Sel angor, it is between four and six
kil onetres.

Law said the condition in Sarawak continued to deteriorate, with
Kuching, Mri and Sibu experiencing noderate haze. However, in Sabah, only



a slight haze was reported over Kota Kinabal u and Tawau.
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