10/ 06/ 1997

KLI A parking facilities ready by year-end, says Ling

SEPANG, Mon. - Parking facilities at the new Kual a Lunpur I nternationa
Airport will be ready by year-end, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Li ong Si k said today.

He said the "favourabl e weat her” over the past weeks had all owed the
contractors to catch up with the devel opnent of the short-term parking
facilities.

"The devel opment of the long-termparking facility, neanwhile, is on
schedule. Fromthe tour just now, we can even see that the | andscape
surroundi ng the area is taking shape," he told reporters after visiting
the KLIA site.

Dr Ling, who was acconpani ed by the airport officials, had earlier
visited the del ay-prone short-termand |long-termparking facilities, the
Runway 1 and the advanced cargo conplex at the Malaysia Airlines Flight
Campus.

He visited the new airport site three weeks ago.

Dr Ling said the short-termparking facility encountered difficulties
several nonths ago due to manpower |imtations and unfavourabl e weat her
condi ti ons.

"However, we experienced a good season after that and nmuch of the del ay
has been overcone.

"As far as the short-termand |long-termparking facilities are
concerned, they are on schedule."

The long-termand short-termparking facilities are expected to be ready
by the end of the year.

They will provide a facility for 12,600 units of vehicles, as well as a
check-in centre and a bus depot so that passengers can go directly to
their respective boardi ng gates.

On the progress of the runway's devel opment, Dr Ling said Runway 1
whi ch has been installed with grooving |ines, had been conpl et ed.

The safety |ines which was proposed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will enhance friction and water fl ow fromthe pavenent.

Dr Ling said the devel opnent of the advanced cargo centre at the
Mal aysia Airlines Flight Canpus was on schedul e. He expected it to be
ready by Decenber.

"I amsatisfied with the devel opnment. Many aspects of the airport have
i mproved. '

On the exact date of KLIA' s commercial opening, Dr Ling said this was
difficult to determne until the airport began conducting its comerci al
flight trials.

"The critical areas should be ready by Septenber

"From Cct ober to Decenber, we will be able to see sone test trials. Then
only we can decide the exact date of conmercial opening of the new
airport."”

Dr Ling added an aircraft would be brought to the new airport on Sept 15
to performa real tine testing on |landing, taxiing to hangar and take-off.

( END)



	KLIA parking facilities ready by year-end, says Ling (NST 10/06/1997)

