13/ 08/ 1997
KLI A ready for ops on Jan 1, 1998 says Anwar

Vendy Lim

THE KL International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang will be ready on January 1
1998 but experts have advised the airport operators to begin comrercia
operations in the first quarter of the year.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid the three-nonth
period will be used to test, anobng others, the baggage handling system
catering services and nmonitor the turnaround on efficiency and security of
the airport.

"The devel opnent tinetable is on schedule but there are sone m nor
probl ens on inpl enentation, nonitoring and technicalities. Technically,
the airport should be ready by Decenber 15 and can open on January 1 but
we were advi sed by the operators to give thema m ninumof three nonths
for trial runs,"” he told reporters after chairing a special Cabinet
nmeeting on the airport's devel opnent in Sepang yesterday.

The neeting, the Cabinet's 29th neeting on the KLIA was held at the
site office

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik announced | ast week the
reschedul i ng of conmercial operations date while Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said the delay was not critical

Anwar said the airport's | ast package, including the inplenmentation of
total airport nmanagenment system wll be conpleted by Decenber 15.

Al basic facilities at the airport will be conpleted on Septenber 15.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will witness the first 747
| anding at the KLIA's soon to be conpl eted runway.

Runway | of the KLIA was ready on January 28 1997 while work on the
taxiway for Runway | was conpleted in April and the airfield ground-
lighting for Runway | is expected to be conpleted in Septenber 1997.

Runway Il will be ready by March 31 1997, the taxiway by June 30 and the
airfield ground-1ighting Novenber 1997.

Passenger Terninal Conplex | is due for conpletion on Septenber 15 1997
and functional by Decenber 1.

The satellite building is to be conpleted by Septenber 15 and tests on
equi prrent can begin i n Decenber.

Anwar al so said that Malaysia Airports Bhd and Mal aysia Airlines would
be requested to coordi nate several operations at the airport to prepare
for its official opening although the date would only be determ ned | ater.

The airport is devel oping a standard operating procedures (SOPs) for its
trial runs.

The SOPs involving staff of Malaysia Airport Bhd, Malaysia Airlines and
ot her rel evant agencies will synchronise the applications of various
operating systens at the airport.

Asked on the transfer of operations of conpanies, now based at the
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah airport in Subang, to the new airport upon
conpl etion, Anwar said that a special comittee would be set up to dea
with the matter.

A date would be fixed for the conpanies to shift their operations to the
KLI' A, he said. The Governnent had engaged consultants from Mini ch airport
to handle the transfer of the airport operations to Mal aysia Airports.
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