04/ 09/ 1997

KL's hel p sought to ensure UN aid for Pal estinians stays

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Ml aysi an Governnent's hel p i s being sought to
get the United Nations Relief and Wrks Agency not to rescind its aid to
about 400, 000 Pal estini an refugees in Lebanon.

Kassem Ai na, director of Beit Atfal As-Sampud (Home for Children of the
St eadfast) a refugee children's honme in Beirut said yesterday the plight
of the refugees, particularly that of their children, was getting worse.

Under a recent directive issued by the UNRWA to its enployees in
Lebanon, each Pal estinian refugee child is required to pay for his own
education fromnext year, Kassemsaid at a Press conference.

He added that another shocki ng devel opment was that UNRWA will no | onger
reserve beds in Lebanese hospitals for Palestinians, nor will it pay 25
per cent of the cost of operations.

Describing the plight of the Pal estinians, he said: "The Pal estinians in
Lebanon are not citizens, nor are we foreigners.

"W have no right to work except by doing the nbst nenial tasks |ike
cl eani ng hones, our children cannot enter Lebanese schools and when we
need to travel, a travel docunent costs about RM378 and an exit-cumre-
entry permit, which is valid for six nonths and renewable only in Beirut,
is required.”

"As a result of these changes, responsibility nmay be shifted to the
Lebanese CGovernnent which m ght put additional pressure on the
Pal estinians to mgrate.

"But they have nowhere to go. The Israelis are preventing Pal estini ans
fromreturning to their homeland while western countries are closing their
doors to immgrants,” he said.

He said that if the UNRWA directive was inplenented, this woul d nmean
that the 400 Pal estinian chil dren sponsored by Mal aysi ans (at a cost of
RML, 000 per child each year) will require an additional RWB0, 000. Al so
present was Mal aysi an Soci ol ogi cal Research Institute trustee, Dr Alijah
Gor don.

"W are appealing to the Mal aysi an Governnent and in particular Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad to urge the UNRWA, through the UN
General Assenbly (of which Ml aysia' s Permanent Representative to the UN
Tan Sri Razali Isnmail is president), not torescind its aid to the
Pal estini ans. "

Enquiries can be directed to Gordon or Noor Khairiyati at Tel No 2430032
or 2417603.
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