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Know country's history well, Ml aysians told

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI ANS shoul d know the country's history so as to love it nore. At the
same time, they can appreciate and respect past | eaders who had fought for
i ndependence, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
yest er day.

Mal aysi ans, he added, should rightfully be proud of past |eaders such as
the late Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al haj, the | ate Tun Abdul Razak Hussein
and the late Tun Hussein Onn.

Descri bing themas "far-sighted", Dr Mahathir said they devoted the best
part of their lives to bring about national devel opment foll ow ng
i ndependence.

The prinme nminister said this when | aunching a book entitled "Tun Razak -
Jej ak Bertapak Seorang Patriot" in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

He said the | ate Razak deserved credit and be held in high esteemfor
uplifting Bum putera econonic well-being and living standards to be at par
with the other races.

The New Economic Policy which he noboted is now a | egacy of his struggle
to redress racial econonic inbal ance besi des other national devel opnent
pol i ci es.

Dr Mahathir said he is much indebted to Razak.

He woul d not be where he is nowif not for him

"Much of what happened to ne was because of him to the extent that the
then prine mnister, Hussein, picked ne as his deputy,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was not close to Hussein and was hi nsel f perpl exed
as to why he was picked to be Hussein's deputy.

"I't was perhaps because of my performance as education m ni ster under
Razak that pronpted himto nom nate me to Hussein as deputy prine
m ni ster.

"Personally, I"'mgrateful to the | ate Razak. The nation al so owed nuch
to him who is the Father of Devel opnent,"” he said.

Comparing the attitude of past |eaders with the present ones, Dr
Mahathir recalled that the | ate Razak often cycled to the interior and was
al ways seen with his wal king stick.

Unli ke the | eaders of today, who noved about in Mercedes cars, past
| eaders al so did not throw their weight around and were hunbl e.

The prime mnister commended veteran journalist Datuk Zai nuddin Midin
for comng up with the book in collaboration with the Tun Razak Foundati on
and publisher, Utusan Publications and Distributors Sdn Bhd.

Zai nuddi n, or better known as Zam is the former editor-in-chief of
Ut usan Mal aysi a.

"Zamis a friend of mne. Politicians have to befriend journalists,
otherwi se they'll clobber us flat," Dr Mahathir said in jest.

He hopes Zai nuddin's book woul d serve as a reference to Ml aysi ans of
all races, particularly students.
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