15 DEC 1997

KOFI ANNAN ADM TS DI FFI CULTY I N REFORM NG UN SECURI TY COUNCI L

KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 15 (Bernamm) -- United Nations Secretary-Genaral Kofi
Annan is facing difficulties in reforming the UN Security Council,
according to Ml aysian Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw .

He said Annan told Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad that
countries involved in related discussions had expressed strong opinions
reflecting national positions on the natter.

Briefing reporters on the 45-m nute Annan- Mahathir neeting, Abdull ah
said Annan also briefed Dr Mahathir on the UN reform package invol ving
adm nistrative matters.

"He said the proposed package is very well received and believes that
it will be approved soon," said Abdull ah.

Annan also invited Dr Mahathir to attend the UN M Il ennium Assenbly and
also to a special UN neeting on human rights next year.

Abdul | ah said the prine mnister briefed the UN chief on the regional
currency crisis and the International Mnetary Fund's role in tackling the
matter. -- BERNAMVA
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