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Kongsi Raya: Race and religion pose no barriers

Zulkifli O hman
KONGSI Raya. This phrase may sit uneasy with linguists and sticklers of
tradition, but it does sumup the double cel ebration nicely.

Taken fromthe Chinese greeting "Gongxi Fa Cai" and its Mal ay
counterpart "Selamat Hari Raya", Kongsi Raya literally means "sharing the
bi g day".

The new phrase has sneaked i nto Ml aysi an vocabul ary al nbst unnoti ced
with hardly a raised eyebrow here.

It seenms natural for Ml aysians to wi sh each other "Kongsi Raya": Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has used it and it is al so popul ar
wi th young Mal aysi ans who have taken to this outward synbolism of the
com ng together of two cultures in Mlaysia.

It is also a clear signal that differences in race and religion are not
barriers when it cones to celebrating festivals together

The dual festive season has al so given rise to Kongsi Raya greeting
cards, Kongsi Raya music and of course, shopping on a grand Kongsi Raya
scal e.

There are rarely any official figures on how nmuch is spent.

A street survey, however, will reveal that sone of the happi est people
during this double festival period are those in the retailing business.

The proximty of Christmas, the Wstern, Chinese and Miuslimnew years is
virtually ringing cash registers non-stop for shopowners and it is the
dreamof a lifetime for marketing executives.

Droves of shoppers have been waiting to open their wallets and as the
weekend drew near, it seened half of Kuala Lunpur's residents were in the
Bukit Bi ntang area, buying everything fromconputers to curtains for the
festive season.

This despite the Governnment's bid to limt festive "special offers” to
itens such as food.

One obvi ous reason why people are spending |ike never before is that
this festive season coincides with the time when Mal aysi ans' | evel of
di sposabl e incone is at an all-time high.

Year - end bonuses and ex-gratia paynents, these have all come in and with
the econony booming, this is surely a time for spending.

The doubl e festival season and new- found spendi ng power of Ml aysi ans
alerted the Governnment of a possible shop-till-you-drop outbreak and it
becane concerned enough to warn agai nst over-spendi ng.

The Muslimfasting nonth, preceding Hari Raya, is a period for
exercising self-restraint and engendering feelings of enpathy for those
who are | ess unfortunate. These factors shoul d work agai nst inflation-

I i nked spending, but trying to curb Mal aysians fromexercising their new
found purchasi ng power can be likened to stopping a speeding | oconoti ve.

Anot her unstoppabl e force of Kongsi Raya is the exodus fromthe cities.

Last week's migration frombig cities was not necessarily |arger than
previ ous years' because Ml aysi ans tend to "bali k kanpung" at every
possi bl e excuse.

What seens to be unusual, however, is the absence of extrenely
di sgrunt| ed passengers at bus terminals normally seen at every festive
season.

Then it was comon to hear sad tales of forged tickets, buses that
didn't turn up, missed festivals and crying babies as well. It was a
pl easant surprise to hear that as of Wednesday, the Road Transport



Department had so far only received one forgery and two unaut horised fare
i ncrease conpl ai nts.

An estimated 1.5 nmillion people have |l eft Kuala Lunmpur in this festive
exodus, nost of themin the four days fromlast Thursday, and notorists
fears' of heavy traffic were realised. However, the conbi nation of
relentl ess warnings and traffic policenen dishing out sutmmonses under the
aptly-naned Ops Pacak, have nade a dent in road fatality statistics, a
source of constant news for the nedia at festive periods.

The "bal i k kanmpung" syndrone al so neans the country will be running at
about hal f-strength for the next week or so. The schools are closed for 12
days, enabling parents with school -going children to have ample tine for
cel ebrating.

In the past during festive seasons, automated teller machi nes (ATM)
have run out of cash but this tinme around, banks have been told to keep
their ATMs well stocked for the five-day bank holiday this Kongsi Raya.

Unl i ke Europe or the US, where everyone joins in Christnas festivities,
regardl ess of beliefs, this is not quite so in Mal aysia as Ml aysi ans tend
to enjoy celebrating festivals in their own uni que way.

Still, it will be a while yet before Ml aysians get out of this holiday
nmood as the next few years prom se nore dual festive cel ebrations.

As Hari Raya is based on a lunar calendar, at one tine or the other it
wi Il be Kongsi Raya in February, Raya Vali in October and Merry Raya in
Decenber.

For now, Sel amat Kongsi Raya!

( END)
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