31/10/ 1997
Koh: Sungai Bakap by-el ection not a single-issue canpaign

Freddi e Ng

PENANG, Thurs. - Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said today that
the Bari san Nasi onal was not naking the Sungai Bakap by-el ection "a
singl e-i ssue" canpai gn when it urged the el ectorate to vote BN as a show
of support and confidence for Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad.

"No, it is not a single-issue canmpai gn because there are other issues
involved. It is, however, a key issue," he said when asked to conment on
al | egations by DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang that the BN was turning
the by-election into a vote of confidence for Dr Mahathir as Prine
M ni ster.

"We asked the people to unite and work closely with the BN because it is
the only political organisation in this country that has the conm tnent,
tradition, nechanism sincerity, and track record to resol ve the current
econom ¢ probl ens," Koh said.

"Over the last 10 years especially, by maintaining the growth rate and
keeping inflation | ow, we have achi eved sonet hi ng unprecedented in the
hi story of any devel oping country with the exception of China," he said.

"No doubt there will be tremendous pressure on prices because of the
drop in currency, but we are determ ned to reduce the negative inpact by
i ncreasi ng exports and | ocal content of manufactured products and
pronoting tourism" he added.

Speaking to newsnmen after attending a Deepavali open house hosted by
State People's Progressive Party chairman Dr Loga Bal a Mohan in Bukit
Mertajamthis afternoon, Koh said while there was no denying that the
nation's econony was facing a crisis, so were the econom es of other
countries throughout the world.

"The fact that we are not alone in facing these problens shows that it
is not a negative reflection of our Government.

"On the contrary, our Prine Mnister now has the distinction of being
the first leader in the world who dared to speak out against this problem
and the current currency tradi ng arrangenent or |ack of arrangenent.

"And now he is getting support fromthe Comonweal th, and other nations,
so it is time for the people to close ranks and show their support for him
and the BN Governnent through the Sungai Bakap by-el ection,”™ he said.
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