17/ 04/ 1997

Kota Baru division urged to put off branch neetings

KOTA BARU, Wed. - The Kota Baru Ummo was today urged to postpone all the
party branch neetings in the division until placement of the former Part
Mel ayu Semangat 46 nenbers in the respective branches are finalised.

A nmenber of the co-ordination commttee set up to nanage the pl acing of
the former S46 nenbers in Umo, Wan Rahi m WAn Hassan, said there were
about 4,000 fornmer S46 nenbers in the Kota Baru division.

He added that though all of them have been accepted as Umo nenbers
following S46's dissolution in Cctober |ast year, they have yet to be
given places in the division's branches.

"Wth the placenent unsettled, it nmeans that we cannot participate in
the Umo branch neetings," he told a Press conference today.

Asked about the delay in the placenent of the S46 nenbers at the
branches, Wan Rahimsaid the reason given by the Kota Baru division was
that the menbers coul d not be traced.

"No reason was gi ven why our nenbers could not be traced despite a few
of them bei ng nei ghbours or staying in the sane village with sone of the
Kot a Baru Umo divi sional comm ttee nenbers," he added.

"Though the joining of the former S46 nenbers in Umo is enbloc, the
Kota Baru Umo division | eaders claimthat the nenbers cannot be traced.

"What saddens us is that anpong the nenbers whom Umo said cannot be
traced are the former S46 divisional |eaders including fromthe Youth and
Wanita w ngs," he added.

According to Wan Rahim the failure of the Kota Baru Umo division to
settle the placenment of the former S46 nenbers in the respective branches
was a defiance of the directive issued by the party's State |iaison
comm ttee headed by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

The 14 Umo divisions in Kelantan were given until March 15 to rectify
particul ars of the 140,000 former S46 menbers who have been accepted to
join the party, including their placenent in the respective Umo branches.

The nove to expedite the process was made to enable themto attend
Umo' s branch neeting begi nning this nonth.

The directive also stipulated the placenment of the S46 nmenbers in Umo
branches, where it woul d be based on their residential addresses.

For those staying in places where there is no Umo branch, it was
decided that their placenment will be at the party branch nearest to their
hone.
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