04/ 10/ 1997
KPA, Dakar port to boost cooperation

M chel | e Shear es

KLANG Port Authority (KPA) and the Port Authority of Dakar in Senega
yest erday signed a nmenorandum of understanding to further inprove
cooperation between the two ports.

At the signing cerenony in Port Klang, KPA chairman Datuk M chael Chen
said the agreerment was mainly for port managenent, marine engi neering,
mari ne and har bour works, protection of the environnment and pol |l ution
control

"I't will also cover assistance in port security and navigation matters,
the setting up of free comrercial zones, distriparks and inland ports, the
devel opnent and conmmi ssi oni ng of port managenent and i nfornmati on and the
invitation of experts to participate in conferences, sem nars and
courses," he said.

He added that both parties agreed to exchange informati on on port cargo
statistics, trade routes and trends in nmaritine transport, ship technol ogy
and port equi pnment handling technol ogy and international maritine fraud.

The exchange of information on maritinme fraud will mean that both ports
wi | | exchange information about any fraudul ent information they cone
across, as a neans of warning to the other port.

This shows that there is nolimt to the exchange of information between
the two parties, Chen said.

The MOU will al so pave the way for both parties to pronpote each other's
port to shipping conpanies, inporters, exporters and frei ght forwarders,
particularly with regards to the facilities provided, service quality,
port infrastructure and it's ability to handle different ships and cargo.

Chen explained that if a shipper wanted to ship sonething fromthe Port
of Dakar to Asia for exanple, the African port officials could recomrend
the shipnent to conme to Port Klang and vice versa.

"Port Klang will then becone the gateway for goods coning from Dakar and
on to Asia,"” Chen pointed out.

He al so said cargo from Asi a which was bound for Africa need not go
t hrough Europe first as is practised now.

The MOU al so provides for the sinplification of procedures and port
docunents.

Datin O C. Phang, KPA' s general manager, said this was the beginning of
t he under standi ng between the two ports and that they were heeding the
call by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad for Sout h- Sout h
cooperati on.

The docunents were inked by O C Phang for KPA and Pat he Ndi aye, the
director general of the Port Authority of Dakar.

It was wi tnessed by Chen and M Moubarack Lo, the counsellor to the
Prime Mnister.

The 14 nenber Senegal del egation also visited the Custons departnent and
were given a briefing on Custons cl earance procedures before visiting Wst
Port yesterday afternoon.
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