22/ 05/ 1997
Ku Li's fervent supporters

Al'i na Ranee

JUST about the only people who support the forner | eaders of the now
defunct Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 (S46) are the Orang Asli comunity in GQua
Musang, said one disgruntled Kel antan voter.

Waile this may sound |ike a harsh assessnment, it does have some credence
consi dering the w despread disgust at the party's decision to join Umo.

The support for "Ku Li", as Gua Musang MP Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah is
known, was however apparent at Kanpung Cengkel ik, Kuala Betis (nore than
an hour's journey from Gua Misang) where Tengku Razal eigh recently held a
nmeeting with the Orang Asli.

Ever optimstic, the former S46 president was a nodel politician,
sitting stoically through five speeches on a nmuggy My afternoon in the
village balai raya

When his turn canme to speak, he told the 150-strong audi ence of how
inmportant it was for the Barisan Nasional to west control of Kelantan so
that projects can proceed and not be hanpered by Federal - State bickering.

He said the Kelantan Orang Asli had been shortchanged because the Kijang
Mas co-operative, originally launched for the benefit of the Orang Asli in
the State, had been "hijacked" by the Orang Asli Affairs Departnent. It
was now serving the collective needs of the Orang Asli of Peninsul ar
Mal aysi a, using noney originally earned fromthe exploitation of the
State's resources.

Tengku Razal ei gh encouraged the Orang Asli to get access to the RVB
mllion allocated to the Kijang Mas co-operati ve.

He said there was a proposal to invest the noney but this would be
i nadvi sabl e because there was no guarantee of profits. In fact, he
cautioned, it would be very risky to use these funds for investnent.

Enphasi si ng that he understood their concerns over |and ownership, he
said he supported the Orang Asli in their efforts to acquire individua
titles in the resettlenent scheme they now far nmed.

Noting that efforts to build roads in the villages were stynied by the
State Governnent even though federal funds were now avail abl e, Tengku
Razal ei gh said Gua Musang was facing a new predi canent. \Were previously
State projects were not supported by Federal decision-makers; with
Semangat 46 joi ning Umo, the constituency was now an "opposition"” area in
Pas- control | ed Kel ant an.

Tengku Razal ei gh al so touched on the former S46 party's relations with
Pas and Umo. He said when Pas nenbers found out he had met Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad to di scuss a possi bl e S46 di sbandnent, sone
had reacted with anger, as if he had met with a Pharaoh (marah seperti
j unpa dengan Firaun).

Yet, he said, he had never kissed Dr Mahathir's hand (anbo tak cium
tangan Dr Mahathir dia pula ciumtangan), referring to the Kel antan
Menteri Besar's welconme to Dr Mahathir when the latter last visited
Kel ant an.

As speeches go, it certainly was a virtuoso performance, well timed and
expertly execut ed.

It cannot be denied that anong the Orang Asli community, support for
Tengku Razal ei gh runs high. In fact, one Orang Asli representative said
the conmunity was behind himto the extent that if he clinbed a nountain
they would follow and if he junped into the river, they would foll ow too.

Muhammad Yunus Chu, a 71-year-old Orang Asli |eader, voiced his support



for Tengku Razal ei gh, as did nany ot hers.

In Gua Musang, Tengku Razal eigh is credited for bringing devel opnent,
and is seen as the driving force behind the Kual a Krai-Gua Misang hi ghway.
For their afternoon with him the Kanpung Cengkelik villagers received
an all ocation for sports and recreation. They were told that this was the

begi nning, and efforts would be nade to obtain nore funds.

The anmount they require would stretch even the nost generous of MPs. The
Orang Asli of Kuala Betis desperately need a better road costing an
esti mat ed RVMBOO, 000 and 24-hour electricity supply pegged at RML60, 000. To
get individual titles, the plots would have to be surveyed and denarcat ed,
at a cost each Orang Asli famly can ill afford.

Uni versiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a | ecturer Hasan Mat Nor, who has done
several studies on the Orang Asli of Peninsul ar Ml aysia, said giving
individual titles to the Orang Asli of Gua Musang woul d be a good nove
provided the lots are given to those with the capability to work on them
I f not, these lots would change hands and fall to the richer nenbers of
the comunity.

If the redistribution involves areas within the existing RPS (group
resettl enment schenes), allocating individual |ots would not cause probl ens
because the land is already being farmed by the Orang Asli thensel ves, he
sai d.

Qua Musang is also a special case. Initially, Hasan said, several poor
Mal ay fanmilies were resettled together with the Orang Asli and their
position in any negotiation over |and would have to be sorted out.

Sout h Kel ant an Regi onal Devel opnent Authority (Kesedar) deputy chairman
Dat uk Rozali |sohak said the agency was going to institute a speci al
devel oprnent programe for the Orang Asli of Gua Musang.

On Tengku Razal ei gh's plans for the advancenment of the Orang Asli
community in Gua Musang, Rozali said he would propose that Orang Asl
community | eaders nmeet with Kesedar to thrash out devel opnent issues.
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