25/ 07/ 1997

Lada to ensure proper sand inportation

SUNGAI PETANI, Thurs. - The appoi ntnent of Langkawi Devel opnment Authority
as the sole inporter of sand for Kedah's I and reclamati on project in Kuala
Muda will ensure the inportation fromlndonesia is done properly.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid said Lada's role would also help
stabilise the price of sand quoted by prospective suppliers.

It was learnt that the prices quoted by 15 firnms from Aceh and ot her
parts of Sumatra ranged between RML4.50 and RMR25 a cubic netre.

The reclamation project is expected to create 20,300ha of reclainmed | and
and it was estimated that sone 9.2 billion cubic nmetres of fill material,
nostly sand, woul d be required.

Sanusi said the exact anpbunt of sand needed to be inported woul d depend
on how nmuch the devel opers could get fromsand to be collected through the
suction nmethod fromthe seabed.

Speaki ng after neeting housi ng devel opers at C nta Sayang Gol f and
Country Cub two days ago, Sanusi said Lada was now offically the sole
i mporter of sand for the reclanation project, followi ng a proposal from
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

"This was deci ded before the Prime Mnister left for his holiday."

The Menteri Besar said Lada received proposals from seven conpani es, of
whi ch six orginated fromone conpany.

"Lada is awaiting orders from people who are reclaimng the | and. But
the devel oper are still awaiting word fromthe experts on how nmuch sand it
woul d need (for the project) as the anpunt could only be determn ned once
how much sand can be obtai ned t hrough the suction nethod is confirned.

"The first part of the requirement, however, will first be satisfied by
sand sucked up fromthe bottomof the sea... only the balance will be
i nported.”

Meanwhile, it was also learnt that sone 30 conpani es had indicated their
interest to inport sand to the devel oper of the reclamation project, Kuala
Lunpur - based Sanudera Baru Darul Aman Sdn Bhd.

Sanusi, al so Lada co-chairman, said barges would be used to transport
sand to Kedah.

He said Lada woul d ensure only non-| eaki ng barges were used to prevent
pol lution of the Straits of Ml acca.

"Using barges is the only way ... We cannot use ships to transport the
sand because that woul d be nore expensive," he added.

It was also learnt that the National Hydraulic Research Institute of
Mal aysi a and rel evant departnents |i ke Environnment, Drainage and
Irrigation and Agriculture and the Kedah Land and M nes office had al ready
gi ven Lada gui del i nes on sand inportation.
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