12/ 11/ 1997
Landbri dge project will proceed despite currency turnoi

Kamar ul Yunus

THE proposed RMLO billion | andbridge project Iinking the northern states
of Peninsul ar Mal aysia and southern Thailand will continue despite the
currency turnmoil.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said that the project,
which will not be too costly to undertake, will continue as it has already
been inplemented and will take tinme to conpl ete.

"We are not poverty stricken to the extent we cannot do anything at all.
W have never given an undertaking that we will not have any devel opnent
until our currency recovers.

"What we have said is that what we cannot afford, we will not do and
what we can, we will continue," he told reporters after a question and
answer session at the G obal Panel in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

The proposed | andbri dge project, linking Butterworth w th Songkhl a,
woul d be inplenented by the private sector under the |Indonesia- Ml aysi a-
Thailand Gcowh Triangle (IMI-GT). It would conprise four inportant
conmponents - a road, railway |ine, and crude oil and gas pipelines.

Dr Mahathir said if the Governnent ceases all econom c devel opnents,
this is one sure way of causing a recession.

"If you don't have some economc activities, then a | ot of people are
going to be unenployed ... factories which produces building materials and
cement plants will have to stop production ... that (situation) will nove
(us) towards a recession.

"It is inmportant that we inplenment projects that are already on the
ground. As you can see, (the projects) are on-going in Kuala Lunpur which
is causing traffic janms now

"W will continue as far as we can with the noney that we have. O
course, we are a little bit poorer now but we have ways and neans of
getting around this thing," he added.

Meanwhi | e Bernanma reports a feasibility study for the Pan Asian rail way
line from Singapore to Kunnming in China, is expected to be conpleted in
April, next year, after which a special working conmttee will choose the
route.

The feasibility study is still going on, said Dr Prodyut Dutt, principa
assi stant secretary at the Mnistry of Transport.
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