25/ 05/ 1997
Landowners taking States to court

Joseph Bi ngkasan

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - The mi suse of power by sone State Governnents when
acquiring land fromthe people for devel opnent is ranpant and severa

| andowner s have gone to court to seek redress.

Land and Co-operative Devel opnment M nister Datuk Osu Sukam sai d t he
Federal Governnment was aware of the matter and had anmended t he Land
Acqui sition Act to prevent it.

He said the amended Act, which had been passed by Parlianent, woul d be
enforced nati onwi de once the Yang di - Pertuan Agong assented to it. The
royal assent is expected in June.

The anmendnents nmeanwhi l e bar State Governnents fromacquiring and
selling land for a profit.

Csu said the Federal Governnment had recently made it easy for State
Governnents to acquire |land for devel opnent purposes.

"But sone State Governnents had not followed the procedures resulting in
af fected | andowners going to court seeking redress for allegedly being
short-changed i n paynent of conpensation," he said.

Speaking to reporters after acconpanying the Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Sakaran Dandai to the New Straits Tines photo exhibition on "Umo's 50-
year struggle" at Wsma Miis in Senbul an, GCsu said: "W are waiting for
t he amendnent to be gazetted."

Yesterday Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had said that
sone State Governments had taken actions which were "out of line" with
that of the Federal CGovernnment over acquisition of the people's |and.

Gsu said once enforced, the Act would give a guideline to State
Governnents on | and acqui sition."

He said, anong others, the Act woul d give | andowners the opportunity to
develop their land on their own or on a joint venture basis with the
private sector.

"Only when the | andowners cannot devel op their | and can the Gover nnent
acquire it and pay conpensati on based on market price," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Osu said that the Federal CGovernment would term nate the
contracts awarded for the multi-mllion ringgit turfing project along the
Beauf ort - Si pi tang and Beauf ort - Mesapol roads.

He said this was because no work had been carried out on the nore than
RVM200 million project which was awarded on a negoti ated tender basis | ast
Decenber to several |ocal conpanies.

"l visited the roads yesterday and there was no visible
devel opnent...the contractors obviously had not done anything for the | ast
si x nonths," he said.

Asked to name the contractors concerned, Osu said he woul d not disclose
them yet but pronised to do so in two nonths' tinme if the contractors
could not give hima satisfactory explanation for the del ay.

"I have directed the Federal Devel opnment Department to haul up the
contractors and denmand to check their work schedul es for the |ast six

mont hs, " he sai d.
OGsu said the people in Beaufort, Sipitang and Mesapol were blam ng the
Bari san Nasi onal Governnent for not fulfilling prom ses to upgrade the

roads when the culprits were the contractors.
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