19/ 03/ 1997

Landscapi ng mandatory for new projects in PJ

THE Petal i ng Jaya Munici pal Council is nmaking it conpul sory for new
i ndustrial and residential devel opment to | andscape their area in |ine
with the nationwi de tree planting canpai gn.

Kanpung Tunku State Assenmbl yman Khoo Ooi Seng said the requirenent,
whi ch had al ready been included in the prerequisite for applying for
Certificate of Fitness, will be given nore attention this tine.

He said this after the council's Urban Services Conmittee neeting on
Monday. "The council will make it conpul sory for all new devel oprnent in
the nunicipality to | andscape their areas by planting trees," he said.

This requirenent, he said, would not be nade cunpul sory for existing
i ndustrial sites as the requirenent had not been inposed on themearlier

"However, we will ask themto co-operate with us to green the
muni ci pality," he said.

He said the council could not force industrialists to plant trees in
their factory conpounds but could only encourage themto do so.

Inline with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's call to
green the nation, Khoo said MPPJ would carry out the tree planting
canpai gn next nonth.

"W want to instill a love for trees in Petaling Jaya residents through
this canpaign,"” he said, adding that there have been cases where trees
pl anted by the council were vandali sed.

"W want to educate residents not to destroy trees planted by MPPJ but
i nstead have a feeling of love for them"

Vandal i smusual ly occurs to trees planted in front of houses or business
prem ses bel onging to the Chinese, sone of whombelieve it is bad feng
shui

Every house, shop and industrial area will be required to plant trees in
t he canpai gn.

"Every premises will be asked to plant at |east one tree,” Khoo said.

As an incentive for residents to plant trees at their houses, he said
the council m ght subsidise the cost of the trees.

"The council will also identify trees that are safe to be planted in
residential and business areas," he said.

The tree planting canpai gn was | aunched by Dr Mahathir on March 3.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Tai b al so | aunched the
campaign at state | evel at the Anpang Jaya Minici pal Council the sane day.

Three million trees will be planted under the nati onw de canpai gn by the
year 2000.
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