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Landsl i des and chol era two causes for drop in tourists

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Landslides and the chol era outbreak in Penang are
two of the reasons for the drop in foreign visitors to Malaysia in the
first six months of the year.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said today the
tourismindustry was sensitive and tourists would hesitate to visit
Mal aysia if such occurrences persist.

"These incidences bring about a negative effect on the industry but we
cannot fail to report it because it is inportant. W have to keep peopl e
inforned," he said after flagging off participants for a treasure hunt
held in conjunction with Visit Terengganu Year 1997.

In June, a landslide occurred on a slip road | eading to the popul ar
Genting Highl ands resort clainming 20 lives and injuring 22 others.

In January, a landslip at Gua Tempurung killed the co-driver of alorry
and led to the closure of the road.

The chol era epidenic (Penang) in May affected nore than 1,000 peopl e and
spread to ot her States.

Si ngapore was one of the countries to record a drop in visitors to
Mal aysi a, Sabbaruddi n sai d, adding that the reason may have been because
the country no | onger participated in the Ml aysia Cup foot bal
t our nanent .

According to figures published by the I mm grati on Departnent on Nov 23,
the nunber of visitors in the first six nonths of this year dropped by 4.2
per cent to 3.46 mllion from3.61 mllion in the sane period | ast year.

Sabbar uddi n al so said the second half of the year nornmally saw nore
tourists visiting Ml aysi a.

Meanwhi | e, conmenting on yesterday's accident involving a Genting
Hi ghl ands transport bus which plunged into a ravine at Km Jal an Genting
Hi ghl ands- Kual a Lunpur, injuring 27 peopl e, Sabbaruddin said accidents
were one of the reasons for the drop in visitors.

"Drivers should be nore careful and the authorities should be nore
strict with enforcenent. If a bus owner or its driver is found to have
contravened the |l aw, they should not be given a |icence to operate,” he
sai d, adding the same principle should apply to taxi drivers.

He earlier flagged off 38 notorists taking part in the treasure hunt
organi sed by by M Vision Convention and Exhi bition Sdn Bhd and t he
Aut onobi | e Associ ati on of Ml aysi a.

"The treasure hunt is a good way of pronoting the State in line with
VTY. The Federal Governnent is al so hel ping Terengganu by pronbting it at
our offices overseas as a tourist destination.

"We incorporate traditional dances from Terengganu in our cultura
performances abroad as a way of pronpbting the State.”

Today narked the first stage of the three-day hunt called the "Find
Yoursel f in Terengganu Treasure Hunt" with the second stage being a m ni-
hunt in Terengganu

The participants, who reached Kual a Terengganu |l ater in the evening,
will attend the official |aunch of VTY by the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad t onorr ow.

Inline with the objective to nake Terengganu a tourist destination, the
hunt will take its participants through towns and scenic places in the
St at e.

The overall winner will receive an air ticket to France courtesy of



Emirates Airlines while the first three winners of both stages will
recei ve cash vouchers of RML, 500, RML, 000 and RMBOO respectively which is
exchangeabl e for el ectrical appliances.

The first five winners will also receive a holiday package for a three-
day and two-nights' stay in Kual a Terengganu.

This is part of the events schedul ed throughout VTY which incl udes
several international events |ike the Asia Pacific Scout Janboree and the
Asean Sil at conpetition.
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