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Langkawi meet broaches w de range of issues

Anita Gabri el

THE t hree-day Langkawi International Dialogue '97 (LID) which began

yest erday saw nenbers di scussing various issues ranging fromhowto
enhance smart partnership to the beating that regi onal currencies suffered
frominternational specul ative attacks.

The third LID'97 has received overwhel m ng response with attendance
fromover 300 participants, Dr Ahrmad Tasir Lope Pihie, chief executive of
the Mal aysi an I ndustry Governnment G oup for H gh Technol ogy (MCGHT), told
reporters.

He said that the first day of the dialogue attenpted to seek optinmum
contribution and participation fromindividual nenmbers.

He said some 25 exanpl es on conpany and inter-conmpany experiences and
successes - such as Malaysia Airlines Systenis code share, the setting up
of Technol ogy Park Ml aysia and the privatization of Port Klang - were
present ed.

Partici pants sought to strengthen their understanding of Smart
Part nershi p by enphasi sing the need for cooperation, cooperative
conpetition, shared vision and goals as well as the recognition that the
concept has grown to becone nore of a rule than an exception

LIDis organised by the Cormonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy
Managerent Ltd and M GHT

Anot her inportant aspect of Smart Partnership discussed was the need for
systemati c pl anning and sharing of equity wealth with enphasis on a w n-
Wi n-wi n situation.

M Tinmothy Ong fromBrunei's National |nsurance Conpany Bhd who spoke on
"International Public-Private Sector Partnership - Apec Busi ness Advi sory
Counci | " said the best contenporary nodels of Smart Partnership within
nati onal boundaries is Ml aysi a.

He al so said that of all the international partnerships, the Asia
Paci fi c Economi c Cooperation (Apec) grouping is the best as it envel opes a
wi de range of countries which are devel opi ng, devel oped as well as
i ndustrialising econom es.

He descri bed Apec as an attenpt to transcend the North-South device.

However, he said with regard to Smart Partnership, Apec shoul d be given
more tine as it was only formed in 1989 and al so because of its diversity.

Meanwhi | e, the second day of the dialogue will see Promet Bhd taking the
concept of Smart Partnership a step further today when it signs a RV20O
m | 1ion housing devel opnent project with the Zi nbabwe Government.

Executive director and chief operating officer Lee Keat H n said the
five-year plan is expected to commrence operations in five nonths and
although it is a conparatively small venture, it is a "good start".

In fact, Pronmet al ready has anot her housi ng devel opnent project in the
country whi ch began six nonths ago.

Lee who has attended LID '96 and is currently in Langkawi for the third
di al ogue sai d such sessions hel ped entrepreneurs exchange their views on
their experiences and even, clinch deals.

Nam bi an President Dr Sam Noj oma pointed out to reporters that there is
a need for "genuine dial ogue on Snart Partnership and trade cooperation"
particularly with regard to Sout h- Sout h cooperati on

"There can be no genui ne peace if nations and humanki nd do not nake
great efforts to eradicate poverty. Nations should nmake a great effort to
ensure that as we enter the 21st century, there should be peace all over



the world. There can be no peace if people are poor and expl oited by
ot hers, " he conti nued.

Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd executive chai rman Datuk Ahrmad Taj uddin Ali, who has
attended all three Langkawi dial ogues, said he is exploring opportunities
for the utility conmpany in sonme of the African countries.

"Di scussions are going on and we are firmng up sonething as a few
governnents here | ook upon Mal aysia as an exanple to provide input as our
power sector is quite big," he said.

The di al ogue al so saw partici pants eager to discuss the issue of the
specul ati ve attacks on the regional currencies.

According to Tan Sri Ranobn Navaratnam G oup corporate adviser of
Sungei way Group, there were suggestions fromparticipants that a regi ona
forumon the subject of international currency specul ati on be hel d.

He said participants are eager and hopeful that the issue will be
brought up by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in his specia
cl osed session with heads of state/governnents.

Navar at nam added that the issue is of inportance as such attacks can
seriously underm ne the cooperation and col | aborati on anong countries and
negate any form of cooperation that has been built.

He added that the issue of currency will nost probably be brought up at
t he session on Technol ogy in Financial Services which will be held on
Wednesday.

Earlier, MAS executive chairnman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami, who is LID"'97
I nternational Advisory Council joint chairman, said although severa
partici pants have voiced their interest in discussing the currency issue,
it was not for the LIDto come up with a solution to the problem

However, such di scussions can help to propagate ideas that may be
brought forward to other forums for international resolution and adopti on.

On the LID, he said the Ml aysi an Governnent has taken the dial ogues
"very seriously" and already there are plans by nost particpants to have
an LID ' 98.

"Smart partnership will only be successful if it can benefit everyone
and not just a few people and all cooperating parties should take
advant age of this partnershinp.

"This partnership opposes the concept of zero-sumthat only cares for
one's own benefit.

"If we accept this philosophy, then there will not be a probl em of
sel fi shness where one party stands to gain at the expense of the other,"
Taj udi n added.
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