18/ 06/ 1997

Law to |l ead teamto UN i nstead of Anwar

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwlI
not |ead the Ml aysi an del egation to next week's Special Session of the
United Nations CGeneral Assenmbly in New York as pl anned.

Instead, he will be represented by Science, Technol ogy and Environment
M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng.

Law sai d today Anwar woul d not be able to attend the neeting because of
his duties as acting Prine Mnister since Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
was away.

Law wi Il | ead a seven-man del egati on conprising senior officers fromthe
Depart ment of Environnent, the Econom c¢ Planning Unit; and the Science,
Technol ogy and Environnent; Foreign; Primary Industries and International
Trade and I ndustry ministries.

The UN session will assess the success or failure in inplenenting the
Earth Summit Ri o Declaration and Agenda 21.

(Agenda 21 is an 800- page docunent containing recommendati ons desi gned
to gui de countries towards sustai nabl e devel opment and gl obal
environnmental protection.)

Law sai d Mal aysi an officials were now drafting the issues to be raised
at the neeting.

It was decided at the Inforrmal Meeting of Environment Mnisters from
North and South countries in Dresden, Gernany, in March, that the session
must assess the successes and shortconings in the inplenmentation of the
Earth Sunmit Ri o Declaration, the Agenda 21 and the Forest Principles.

The neeting, which began on March 21, was in preparation for the
Conmi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent neeting held in April and the UN
sessi on.

The four-day UN special session will begin next Monday. Prior to that,
Law wi || be attending the United Nati ons Preparatory Meeting.
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